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April 25, 2024  

 

Kay Svensson 

Head of Department for External Relations  

Linnaeus University 

SE- 351 95  

Växjö 

Sweden 

By e-mail: kay.svensson@lnu.se 

Cc: info@lnu.se 

 

Re:  Ties Between Linnaeus University and the IRGC  

 

Dear Mr. Svensson: 

 

 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 

strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 

and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2 – an entity subject to United States, United 

Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 

Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 

reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 

between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 

confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 

regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 

and soft power capabilities.4 

 

  We thank you for your response to our letter dated September 14, 2023, and note 

confirmation that Linnaeus University maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with 

University of Tehran’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, as listed on the College’s 

website.5 We further note that your response to our previous letter also confirmed that Linnaeus 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 

Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 

Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 

www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 

https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 

Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, “ انعقاد تفاهم نامه دانشگاه لینائوس سوئد با دانشکدگان,” May 

15, 2022. 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:kay.svensson@lnu.se
mailto:info@lnu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
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https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://utcan.ut.ac.ir/fa/news/27717/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
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University does work with Iranian recruitment agencies. One such agency, the Pars Afshin Institute, 

identifies Linnaeus University as a partner. This agency maintains official ties with the Iranian 

Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, tasked with facilitating exchange between Iranian 

and Swedish universities.6 In light of new evidence, and the extremely concerning implications of 

the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if these partnerships remain in effect since our last 

correspondence, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Linnaeus 

University’s ties to the University of Tehran and regime-affiliated recruitment agencies. 

 

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 

educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 

(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 

designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 

– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 

security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 

codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-

compliant.”7 

 

 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including the 

University of Tehran – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and 

academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this 

policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire 

“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”8 These are to be acquired 

from both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international 

university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states 

that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific 

defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially 

given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of 

Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme 

Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.9 As a result, any and all collaboration 

with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 

Therefore, collaboration between Linnaeus University and the University of Tehran supports 

the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states 

the regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: 

“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial 

 
6 Pars Afshin Institute, “About Us” 
7 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
8 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 

Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
9 Ibid. 

https://www.european-study.com/en/about-us/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”10 The agreement 

further states that "biology and health," "food and agriculture," and “environmental science,” are 

critical in supporting regime objectives.11 Linnaeus University has previously confirmed that these 

fields each fall under its existing agreement with the University of Tehran.  

 

Additionally, any student exchanges facilitated by the Pars Afshin Institute or other regime-

affiliated recruitment agencies will be used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic 

agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” 

affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in 

responding to defense needs.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Partnership with Linnaeus University listed on the University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources website  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
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Fig. 2: Linnaeus University listed on the Pars Afshin Institute website  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3: Response to our letter dated September 14, 2023 
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The IRGC and the University of Tehran 

 

 In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, the University of Tehran is extensively 

affiliated with the IRGC.12 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all 

academic institutions – including the University of Tehran – are under the regime’s direct control, 

with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-

selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 

administration.13 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 

sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 14 tasked with monitoring the activities of students 

and faculty.15 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 

for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 

MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 

scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 

learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.16 

 

Due to its direct control, the University of Tehran is governed by a regime-approved “Moral 

Charter,” which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC 

surveillance of the university community.17 This “Moral Charter” enables the IRGC and its Student 

Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university 

campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting 

students and faculty.18 The SBO’s University of Tehran branch has a gruesome record of violence, 

as its members have killed students during protests over the last two decades and encouraged acts 

of terror.19 The President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi is a member of 

the PBO and a former member of the SBO. Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely 

affiliated with IRGC leadership,20 Moghimi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution 

of female students who violate the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws – in line with the 

university’s “Moral Charter.”21 The repressive actions supported by Moghimi have prompted the 

EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.22  

 

 
12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps   
13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 

Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
14 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 

Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
17 Iran International, “Tehran University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024. 
18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
19 New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20, 

2023. 
20 Iranian Student News Network, “ فرمانده کل سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی  در دانشگاه تهران  تجل یل شد,” 
21 Jurist, “University of Tehran institutes disciplinary procedures for students refusing to wear hijab,” January 20, 

2023. 
22 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 

rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
file:///C:/Users/Kasra/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NTTDWCYK/Tehran%20University%20Deploys%20More%20Hijab%20Enforcers
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://newlinesmag.com/argument/a-shadowy-paramilitary-group-leads-the-bloody-crackdown-on-irans-college-campuses/
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.jurist.org/news/2023/01/university-of-tehran-institutes-disciplinary-procedures-for-students-refusing-to-wear-hijab/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Fig. 4: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, with Hossein Salami, head of the IRGC 

 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 

engrained in the University of Tehran’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts 

internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and 

participation in research projects.23 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the University to 

commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism 

across the region.24 Additionally, members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can freely enroll 

as students at the University of Tehran, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions 

process.25 The University of Tehran also has a long record of conducting research on behalf of the 

IRGC’s drone, missile, and other weapons programs.26 Any partnership with a university 

maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement 

in gross human rights violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 27 

  

 

The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 

 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 

control over Iranian universities, including the University of Tehran, to facilitate its malign 

activities. In particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, 

 
23 Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’l Quds Day,” April 3, 2024; 

University of Tehran, “درخواست تأم ین منابع انسانی جهت فرماندهی فضایی ن یرو ی هوافضای  سپاه;” University of Tehran, “ ارتباط 

 Jerusalem Post, “Iran will ”;ایمان  به  حضور خداوند در  زندگی  زناشویی و رضایت مندی زوج ی ن :بررس ی نقش میانج ی ش یوه های مقابله مذهبی 

not hesitate to launch missiles at Haifa, IRGC commander warns,” October 23, 2023.   
24 Tabnak, “ آغاز  مراسم نخستی ن سالگرد شهید سپهبد سل یمانی,” January 1, 2021. 
25 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iraqi Militias,” July 14, 2023. 
26 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022. 
27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 

February 25, 2019. 

file:///C:/Users/Kasra/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NTTDWCYK/Funeral%20of%20IRGC%20Forces%20to%20Be%20Held%20in%20Tehran%20on%20Int’l%20Quds%20Day
https://ece.ut.ac.ir/-/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-769720
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-769720
https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/1025123/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307146999
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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ballistic missile and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these 

universities maintain.28 

 

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 

Defense.29 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 

logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.30 As a result of this 

partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 

that at least 80 universities, including the University of Tehran, are directly contributing to Iran’s 

defense industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”31 In effect, by participating in 

this partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 

proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 

like Russia and the Assad regime.32 

 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC actively exploits international partnerships maintained 

by Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 

Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 

Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 

by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 

supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 

efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.33 Universities in the 

United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 

similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.34 Due to the IRGC’s active 

exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 

significant reputational and security risk. 

 

 
28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 

Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 

drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
29 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” November 

14, 2019. 
31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 

“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 

regime,” February 14, 2024. 

 

https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:~:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.5: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 

 

 

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 

 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 

terrorism sanctions. 35 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 

conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 

radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 

militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.36 The IRGC is responsible for 

facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 

extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.37 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 

numerous other countries.  

 

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 

terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 

assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 

 
35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
36 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 

“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
37 Ibid. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards


 

 

April 25, 2024 

Page 9 

 
 
 

Jews in Germany.38 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 

serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 

radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.39  

  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 

years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 

Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 

of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.40 In 2024, Aron 

Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 

against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.41 These 

incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 

response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 

voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.42 

 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 

Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 

that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 

by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 43As a result 

of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 

the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 

sanctions. 

 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 

any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 

alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  

 

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  

 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 

the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 

policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 

fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 

is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 

MOIS.    

 
38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 

News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A New 

Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
39 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran International, 

“After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
41 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 516 

Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:~:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 

Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 

universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 

to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-

year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 

Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 

Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 

Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 

Of course, the University of Tehran’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk 

of any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 

 

Conclusion  

 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 

significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 

exploited by actors like the IRGC.44 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 

must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 

reputation and security.45 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 

revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.46 

 

Therefore, it is improper  for Linnaeus University to have any partnership agreement with 

the University of Tehran, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC –  a violent, Islamist extremist 

and anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official 

programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s 

investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed 

elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 

 

Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 

terror – Linnaeus University’s relationship with the University of Tehran poses major reputational 

damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the 

foregoing, we urge you to: clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding remains in 

effect since our last correspondence, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever 

all of Linnaeus University’s ties to the University of Tehran and regime-affiliated recruitment 

agencies. 

 

 
44 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 

kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 

letter.    

 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the 

threats posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and 

distinguished former government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  

 

 

 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Professor Birgitta Bergvall-Kåreborn 
Vice Chancellor 
Luleå University of Technology 
971 87 Luleå 
Sweden 
By e-mail: rektor@ltu.se  
 

Re:   Luleå University of Technology and the IRGC 
 
Dear Professor Bergvall-Kåreborn: 
 

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2—an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  We note that Luleå University of Technology (“LUT”) maintains an ongoing partnership 
with the University of Guilan, as confirmed by the university’s website.5 Given this evidence and 
the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this 
partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all 
ties between LUT and Guilan University. 
 
 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:rektor@ltu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
  “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

Guilan University – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and 
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this 
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire 
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired 
from both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international 
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states 
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific 
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially 
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of 
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme 
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration 
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between LUT and Guilan University supports the IRGC and 

other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s 
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”9 The agreement further states that 
“economic security,” “food and agriculture,” “energy,” and “environmental science,” are critical in 
supporting regime objectives.10 Each of these fields are covered by the partnership between LUT 
and Guilan University.11 Since forming its partnership with LUT, Guilan University has 
continuously sought to produce further research in these fields, among others.12 Additionally, 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 
12 Guilan University, “دانشگاه گی لان مسئول  کارگروه ملی ھماھنگی و  پیگی ري ھمکاري  ھاي علمی با  کشور  سوئد شد,” June 14, 2017; 
Guilan University, “بازدید  ھیات دانشگاه گیلان  از دانشگاه ھا و  صندوق  حمایت از فعال یت ھای بی ن المللی  سوئ د,” October 27, 2017. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%8A-?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%85?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
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student exchanges or joint conferences facilitated by the partnership are used to further these aims, 
in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all 
“professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities 
and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Partnership with LUT listed on the Guilan University website 
 
 
The IRGC and Guilan University 
 
 Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Guilan University is extensively affiliated with the 
IRGC.13 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic 
institutions – including Guilan University – are under the regime’s direct control, with university 
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected 
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 
administration.14 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 

 
13 For full IRGC designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-
corps   
14 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
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sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 15 tasked with monitoring the activities of students 
and faculty.16 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.17 
 

Due to direct regime control, Guilan University is governed by a moral code which prohibits 
political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university 
community.18 This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and 
Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic 
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.19 The 
President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi is a member of the PBO and a former member of the 
SBO.20 Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership,21 
Najafi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate the 
Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.22 The repressive actions supported by Najafi have 
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.23  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
18 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Washington Post, 
“How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022; The United States 
Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023. 
19 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Atlantic Council, 
“Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
20 Guilan University, “رئیس  دانشگاه گیلان :اسات ید در صف  اول جبھھ علمی و  فرھنگی  قرار دارند,” November 21, 2023. 
21 Iranian Student News Network, “ فرمانده کل سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی  در دانشگاه تھران  تجل یل شد,” 
22 The Washington Post, “How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022 
23 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Fig. 2: President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi, pictured with uniformed IRGC officer 
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in the Guilan University’s academic culture. Guilan University frequently hosts 
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and 
participation in research projects.24 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the university to 
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism 
across the region.25 Guilan University also has a long record of encouraging its student body to 
support IRGC initiatives.26 Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the 
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, 
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 27 

  
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including Guilan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 

 
24 Guilan University, “ تجمع  دانشگاھیان دانشگاه گ یلان در حمای ت از سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی,” April 15, 2019; Guilan 
University, “تفاھم نامھ ھمکار ی مشترک بین  دانشگاه  گیلان  و سازمان  بسیج  مھندسین  سپاه قدس گیلان منعقد ش د,” December 19, 2023; 
Guilan University, “رئیس دانشگاه گیلان :اسات ید در صف اول جبھھ علمی و فرھنگی  قرار دارند,” November 21, 2023. 
25 Guilan University, “ تجمع  دانشگاھیان دانشگاه در  محکومیت ترور  شھ ید سردار  سلیمانی,” January 2, 2020. 
26 Guilan University, “ گزارش بازدید دانشجویان  دانشگاه گیلان  از مرکز  آموزشھای تخصصھای در یایی )سید الشھداء (زیبا کنار,” May 29, 
2010; Mehr News, “اعزام ۵۵۰ دانشجوی  گیلانی بھ  اردو ی راھیان نو ر,” March 4, 2024. 
27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 

https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85-2?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AF-3?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25DB%258C%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25DB%258C%26delta%3D20
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/6045717/%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85-%DB%B5%DB%B5%DB%B0-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.28  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.29 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.30 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including Guilan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense 
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”31 In effect, by participating in this 
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 
like Russia and the Assad regime.32 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC actively exploits international partnerships maintained 
by Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.33 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.34 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 

 
28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
29 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 

https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.3: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 

 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 35 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.36 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.37 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  

 
The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 

terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.38 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 

 
35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
36 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.39  

  
Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 

years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.40 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.41 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.42 

 
Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 

Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 43As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 

 
Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 

any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 

 
39 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
41 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, the Guilan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of 

any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.44 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.45 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.46 
 

Therefore, it is improper for LUT to have any partnership agreement Guilan University, an 
entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation 
that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination. 
Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an 
Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing 
a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 
 

Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 
terror – LUT’s relationship with Guilan University poses major reputational damage to the 
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge 
you to: clarify if this partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and 
immediately sever LUT’s ties to Guilan University. 

 
We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    

 
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  

 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
44 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Professor Erik Renström  
Vice-Chancellor 
Lund University 
Box 117 
SE-221 00 Lund 
Sweden  
Via email: rektor@rektor.lu.se  
 

Re:    Lund University and the IRGC 
 
Dear Professor Renström: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2—an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that Lund University 
maintains partnerships with Malayer University and University of Torbat Heydarieh (“UTH”) in 
Iran, based on a memorandum of understanding signed between the Iranian Minister of Science, 
Research and Technology and the Swedish European Affairs and Foreign Trade.5 This is confirmed 
by the websites of both universities, which describe the use of Erasmus+ funding to facilitate these 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Islamic Republic of Iran (Dolat.ir), “فرھاد ی :ھمکاری  ھمھ جانبھ  با دانشگاه ھای سوئد نگاه راھبردی ای ران  است,” February 12, 2017. 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:rektor@rektor.lu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://dolat.ir/detail/289396


 

 
April 25, 2024 

Page 2 
 

 
 
partnerships.6 We further note that Lund University is identified by the University of Tehran as 
maintaining a joint master’s program.7 Given this evidence and the extremely concerning 
implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if these partnerships remain in effect, 
confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between Lund University 
and the aforementioned Iranian universities. 
 
 
Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”8 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran – are required to transfer the intellectual 
property and rights of all research and academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of 
the regime. In the agreement, this policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic 
[and] research capacities” to acquire “soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and 
technologies.”9 These are to be acquired from both “national” and “international” university 
departments – transforming international university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime 
objectives.” The agreement further states that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies 
in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may 
be used against Sweden, especially given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are 
facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and 
Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic 
agreement.10 As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian university facilitates the malign 
activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between Lund University and Iranian universities supports the 

IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the 
regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: 

 
6 Malayer University, “پروژه مشترک اتحادیھ  اروپایی دانشگاه ملا ی,” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The 
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020. 
7 The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography” 
8 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
9 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
10 Ibid. 

https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://geography.ut.ac.ir/en/%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial 
intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”11 The agreement 
further states that the fields of “geology," "computer processing," and “environmental science,” are 
critical in supporting regime objectives. According to Lund University’s partnership agreements 
with Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran, and Lund University’s publications, 
these partnership agreements involve research on digital mapping, environmental studies, and 
geography – which fall under these fields.12 

 
 Additionally, any student exchanges organized as part of these partnership agreements will 

be used to facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement 
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are 
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Fig. 1: Partnership with Lund University listed on the Malayer University website 
 
 
 

 
11 Ibid. 
12 Malayer University, “پروژه مشترک اتحادیھ  اروپایی دانشگاه ملا ی,” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The 
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography;” Lund University, 
“Features of the international MSC educational programme in environmental management and modelling,” December 
31, 2018. 
13 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 

https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://geography.ut.ac.ir/en/%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/features-of-the-international-msc-educational-programme-in-enviro
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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Fig. 2: Partnership with Lund University listed on the UTH website 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 3: Lund University listed on the University of Tehran website 
 
 
The IRGC and Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran 
 
 In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, the Malayer University, UTH, and University 
of Tehran are all extensively affiliated with the IRGC. There are no “independent” or fully “private” 
universities in Iran, as all academic institutions – including these universities – are under the 
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regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also 
maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime 
directives on teaching and administration.14 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat 
department – an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 15 tasked with monitoring 
the activities of students and faculty.16 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces 
stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or 
conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a 
means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform 
institutions of higher learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.17 
 

Due to the regime’s direct control, Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran 
is governed by a regime-approved moral code which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory 
hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.18 This moral code enables the 
IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) 
militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal 
violence against dissenting students and faculty.19 In particular, the SBO’s Malayer University and 
University of Tehran branches have a gruesome record of violence, as its members have killed 
students during protests over the last two decades and encouraged acts of terror.20 Due to these 
repressive acts, the EU has imposed sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.21 
It is important to note that the presidents of Malayer University, UTH, and University of Tehran are 
required to be members of the PBO, and are all former member of the SBO.22 
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in Iranian academic culture. Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran  
frequently host internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment 

 
14 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
18 The United States Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man 
at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 2023;  Iran International, “Tehran 
University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024. 
19 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
20 New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20, 
2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 
2023. 
21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 
22 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023; 
Malayer University, “مراسم تکریم و معارفھ مسئول بسیج  اساتید دانشگاه ملایر  برگزار  گردید”  
 

https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://newlinesmag.com/argument/a-shadowy-paramilitary-group-leads-the-bloody-crackdown-on-irans-college-campuses/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
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initiatives, and participation in research projects.23 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at these 
universities to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts 
of terrorism across the region.24 Members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can also freely 
enroll as students at these universities, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions 
process.25 Therefore, any partnerships with universities which maintain such strong ties to the IRGC 
are unacceptable, given the organization’s extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights 
violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, at a ceremony with with Hossein Salami, 
head of the IRGC 

 
 

 
23 Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’l Quds Day,” April 3, 2024; 
University of Tehran, “درخواست تأم ین منابع انسانی جھت فرماندھی فضایی ن یرو ی ھوافضای  سپاه;” University of Tehran, “ ارتباط 
 University of Torbat ”;ایمان  بھ  حضور خداوند در  زندگی  زناشویی و رضایت مندی زوج ی ن :بررس ی نقش میانج ی ش یوه ھای مقابلھ مذھبی 
heydarieh,”  حضور فرمانده محترم سپاه تربت ح یدریھ  جھت تبر یک  سالروز شھادت استاد بسیج ی شھید دکتر مصطفی  چمران  و روز  ملی بسیج 
 و یژه  برنامھ ماه مبارک رمضان و  محفل  انس با قرآن در  دانشگاه ملایر  برگزار “ ,March 24, 2021; Malayer University ”,اساتید  در دانشگاه
 .April 8, 2024 ”,.شد
24 Tabnak, “ آغاز  مراسم نخستی ن سالگرد شھید سپھبد سل یمانی,” January 1, 2021; Malayer University, “مراسم سومین  سالگرد شھادت 
 .January 2, 2023 ”,.سردار شھید  حاج قاسم سلیمانی  برگزار  شد
25 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iraqi Militias,” July 14, 2023. 
26 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 

https://ece.ut.ac.ir/-/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/1025123/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307146999
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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Fig. 4: President of Malayer University, Ebrahim Mohammadi-Manesh, at a PBO meeting with uniformed IRGC 
personnel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 5: President of UTH, Mohammad Hassan Fathi, meeting with a uniformed IRGC officer 
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran, 
to facilitate its malign activities. In particular, these universities also have a long record of 
conducting research on behalf of or otherwise supporting the IRGC’s drone, missile, and other 
weapons programs.27  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.28 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.29 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including those maintaining partnership agreements with Lund 
University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum 
technologies.”30 In effect, by participating in this partnership, Iranian universities are directly 
contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the 
region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the Assad regime.31 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.32 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.33 Due to the IRGC’s active 

 
27 Center for Intelligence and Research Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian 
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023; Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, 
“Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; Malayer University, “نخستی ن ماھواره نظام ی جمھور ی اسلام ی ای ران  با موفقی ت در مدار زمی ن 
 ,July 13 ”,دیدار ریاست  دانشگاه تربت ح یدر یھ با فرمانده سپاه ناح یھ  مقاومت تربت ح یدریھ “ ,University of Torbat Heydarieh ”;قرار گرفت
2020. 
28 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
29 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
30 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
31 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
32 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
33 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 

https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/528-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 

 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 34 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.35 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.36 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  
 

 
34 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
35 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
36 Ibid. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
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The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.37 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.38  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.39 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.40 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.41 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 42As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 

 
37 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
38 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
39 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
40 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
41 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
42 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, the University of Tehran’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk 

of any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.43 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.44 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.45 

 
Therefore, it is improper for Lund University to have any partnership agreement with 

Malayer University, UTH, or University of Tehran, entities that are affiliated with the IRGC – a 
violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-
Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence 
revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the 
IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and 
exploitation. 

 
Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 

terror – Lund University’s relationship with the aforementioned Iranian universities poses major 
reputational damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. 
Given the foregoing, we urge you to: clarify if these partnerships remain in effect, confirm that no 
further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Lund University’s ties to Malayer University, 
UTH, and the University of Tehran. 

 
43 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
44 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet


 

 
April 25, 2024 

Page 12 
 

 
 

 
We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Professor Kerstin Tham 
Vice-Chancellor 
Malmö University 
205 06 Malmö 
Sweden 
by email: Kerstin.Tham@mau.se 
 

Re:   Malmö University and the IRGC 
 
Dear Professor Tham: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2—an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that Malmö University 
maintains an educational memorandum with Chabahar Maritime University (“CMU”) in Iran, as 
reported by Iran’s Ministry of Roads and Urban Development and Iranian media.5 Given this 
evidence and the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 MANA News Network, “ھمکاری  چابھار با دانشگاه جھانی دریانوردی,” July 25, 2017; Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban 
Development, “جزئیات دیدار مدیرعامل سازمان  بنادر و دریانوردی با  وزرای  حمل  و نقل و امور زیربنایی کشورھای  سوئد و ترکیھ,” 
November 29, 2017. 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:Kerstin.Tham@mau.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://mana.ir/fa/news/55210/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C
http://news.mrud.ir/news/46393/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84-%D9%88
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clarify if this partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately 
sever all ties between Malmö University and the CMU. 
 
Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including the 

CMU – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and academic 
materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this policy is 
described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire “soft, 
semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired from 
both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international university 
partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states that this 
research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals 
of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially given its status 
as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also 
the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which 
are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian 
university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between Malmö University and the CMU supports the IRGC 

and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s 
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”9 In order to support these priorities, the 
agreement also states that "guidance and navigation," "logistics and vehicles," and “infrastructure,” 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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are critical research fields.10 According to the Iranian government, these fields each fall under the 
educational memorandum between Malmö University and the CMU.11 

 
 Additionally, the extensive student exchanges and conference activities facilitated by the 

educational memorandum are used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic 
agreement.12 The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” 
affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in 
responding to defense needs.”13  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fig. 1: Educational memorandum involving Malmö University discussed on the Ministry of Roads and Urban 
Development website 

 

 
10 Ibid. 
11 Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban Development, “جزئیات  دیدار مدیرعامل  سازمان بنادر و  دریانوردی با وزرای حمل و  نقل و امور 
 .November 29, 2017 ”,زیربنایی کشورھای سوئد و ترکیھ 
12 Ibid. 
13 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
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The IRGC and the CMU 
 
 Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, the CMU is extensively affiliated with the IRGC.14 
There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic institutions – 
including the CMU – are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by 
Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each 
faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and administration.15 Furthermore, every 
Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence 
(“MOIS”) 16 tasked with monitoring the activities of students and faculty.17 Through the Herasat 
departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who 
study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures 
relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence 
purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher learning into a conduit for 
espionage and coercion.18 
 

Due the regime’s control, the CMU is governed by a moral code which prohibits political 
dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.19 
This enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij 
Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic research, and engage 
in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.20 Such repressive actions have 
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.21 It is 
worth noting that president of the CMU and all other senior administrators are members of the PBO, 
like every major university in Iran.22 
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in the CMU’s academic culture, not least a key point of recruitment for the IRGC’s naval 
forces.23 The University frequently hosts internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, 
public events, and participation in research projects.24 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the 

 
14 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps   
15 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
16 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
17 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
18 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
19 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian 
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023. 
20 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 
22 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
23 TINN, “جذب دریانورد  بورسی ھ از  طریق  کنکور سراسر ی برا ی اول ین بار,” February 24, 2024. 
24 Tasnim News Agency, “Commander Stresses Navy's Focus on Development of Iran's Southeastern Coasts,” August 
13, 2013; Asiran, “افتتاح مدرسھ  امید  تجارت در روستای  "بمباسر ی چابھار,” February 9, 2022. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
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https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
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https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.tinn.ir/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-55/268667-%D8%AC%D8%B0%D8%A8-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%82-%DA%A9%D9%86%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2013/08/13/116692/commander-stresses-navy-s-focus-on-development-of-iran-s-southeastern-coasts
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/826498/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/826498/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1
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University to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of 
terrorism across the region.25 Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the 
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, 
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 26 

  
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including the CMU, 27 to facilitate its malign activities. In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.28  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.29 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.30 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including the CMU, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry, 
particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”31 In effect, by participating in this partnership, 
Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage 
in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the 
Assad regime.32 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.33 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 

 
25 Islamic Republic News Agency, “ھم نوایی مردم جنوب سی ستان  و بلوچستان  در سوگ  سپھبد شھید سل یمان ی,” January 4, 2020. 
26 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 
27 Akharin Khabar, “بازدید فرمانده  نیرو ی دریایی سپاه از  دانشگاه در یانوردی چابھا ر,” December 21, 2013. 
28 The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, 
UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
29 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 

https://www.irna.ir/news/83619268/%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%85-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%88%DA%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D9%88%DA%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://akharinkhabar.ir/politics/427476
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
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similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.34 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 35 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.36 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.37 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  
 

 
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 
35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
36 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
37 Ibid. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
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The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.38 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.39  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.40 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.41 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.42 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 43As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 

 
38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
39 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
41 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, the CMU’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic 

exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.44 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.45 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.46 

 
Therefore, it is improper for Malmö University to have any partnership agreement with the 

CMU, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic 
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of 
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any 
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the 
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 

 
Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 

terror – Malmö University’s relationship with the CMU poses major reputational damage to the 
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge 
you to: clarify if the university’s educational memorandum with CMU remains in effect, confirm 
that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Malmö University’s ties to the CMU. 

 

 
44 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 
thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Helene Hellmark Knutsson 
Västerbotten Governor, University Chairman  
Mid Sweden University 
Holmgatan 10 
852 30 Sundsvall 
Sweden  
By e-mail: helene.hellmarkknutsson@mium.se  
Cc: kontakt@miun.se  
 

Re:   Mid Sweden University and the IRGC 
 
Dear Governor Hellmark Knutsson: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2 – an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  We note that Mid Sweden University (“MIUN”) maintains an ongoing partnership with the 
University of Guilan, as confirmed by the university’s website.5 Given this evidence and the 
extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to: clarify if this 
partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all 
ties between MIUN and Guilan University. 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:kontakt@miun.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

Guilan University – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and 
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this 
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire 
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired 
from both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international 
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states 
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific 
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially 
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of 
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme 
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration 
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between MIUN and Guilan University supports the IRGC and 

other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s 
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”9 The agreement further states that 
“economic security,” “food and agriculture,” “energy,” and “environmental science,” are critical in 
supporting regime objectives.10 Each of these fields are covered by the partnership between MIUN 
and Guilan University.11 Since forming its partnership with MIUN, Guilan University has 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
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continuously sought to produce further research in these fields, among others.12 Additionally, 
student exchanges or joint conferences facilitated by the partnership are used to further these aims, 
in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all 
“professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities 
and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Partnership with MIUN listed on the Guilan University website 
 
The IRGC and Guilan University 
 
 Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Guilan University is extensively affiliated with the 
IRGC.13 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic 
institutions – including Guilan University – are under the regime’s direct control, with university 
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected 
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 

 
12 Guilan University, “دانشگاه گی لان مسئول  کارگروه ملی ھماھنگی و  پیگی ري ھمکاري  ھاي علمی با  کشور  سوئد شد,” June 14, 2017; 
Guilan University, “بازدید  ھیات دانشگاه گیلان  از دانشگاه ھا و  صندوق  حمایت از فعال یت ھای بی ن المللی  سوئ د,” October 27, 2017; Mid 
Sweden University, “Publications,” September 8, 2017. 
13 For full IRGC designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-
corps   

https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%8A-?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%85?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://miun.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A1139556&dswid=-4783
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
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administration.14 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 15 – tasked with monitoring the activities of students 
and faculty.16 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.17 
 

Due to direct regime control, Guilan University is governed by a moral code which prohibits 
political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university 
community.18 This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and 
Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic 
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.19 The 
President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi is a member of the PBO and a former member of the 
SBO.20 Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership,21 
Najafi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate the 
Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.22 The repressive actions supported by Najafi have 
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.23  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
18 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Washington Post, 
“How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022; The United States 
Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023. 
19 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Atlantic Council, 
“Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
20 Guilan University, “رئیس  دانشگاه گیلان :اسات ید در صف  اول جبھھ علمی و  فرھنگی  قرار دارند,” November 21, 2023. 
21 Iranian Student News Network, “ فرمانده کل سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی  در دانشگاه تھران  تجل یل شد,” 
22 The Washington Post, “How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022 
23 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 

https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Fig. 3: President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi, pictured with uniformed IRGC officer 
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in the Guilan University’s academic culture. Guilan University frequently hosts 
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and 
participation in research projects.24 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the university to 
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism 
across the region.25 Guilan University also has a long record of encouraging its student body to 
support IRGC initiatives.26 Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the 
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, 
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 27 

  
 

 
24 Guilan University, “ تجمع  دانشگاھیان دانشگاه گ یلان در حمای ت از سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی,” April 15, 2019; Guilan 
University, “تفاھم نامھ ھمکار ی مشترک بین  دانشگاه  گیلان  و سازمان  بسیج  مھندسین  سپاه قدس گیلان منعقد ش د,” December 19, 2023; 
Guilan University, “رئیس دانشگاه گیلان :اسات ید در صف اول جبھھ علمی و فرھنگی  قرار دارند,” November 21, 2023. 
25 Guilan University, “ تجمع  دانشگاھیان دانشگاه در  محکومیت ترور  شھ ید سردار  سلیمانی,” January 2, 2020. 
26 Guilan University, “ گزارش بازدید دانشجویان  دانشگاه گیلان  از مرکز  آموزشھای تخصصھای در یایی )سید الشھداء (زیبا کنار,” May 29, 
2010; Mehr News, “اعزام ۵۵۰ دانشجوی  گیلانی بھ  اردو ی راھیان نو ر,” March 4, 2024. 
27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 

https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85-2?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AF-3?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25DB%258C%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25DB%258C%26delta%3D20
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/6045717/%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85-%DB%B5%DB%B5%DB%B0-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including Guilan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.28  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.29 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.30 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including Guilan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense 
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”31 In effect, by participating in this 
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 
like Russia and the Assad regime.32 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.33 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.34 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 

 
28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
29 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 

https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 35 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.36 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.37 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  
 

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.38 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 

 
35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
36 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.39  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.40 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.41 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.42 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 43As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 

 
39 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
41 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, the Guilan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of 

any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.44 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.45 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.46 

 
Therefore, it is improper for MIUN to have any partnership agreement with Guilan 

University, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic 
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of 
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any 
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the 
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 

 
Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 

terror – MIUN’s relationship with Guilan University poses major reputational damage to the 
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge 
you to clarify if the university’s partnership with Guilan University remains in effect, confirm that 
no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever MIUN’s ties to Guilan University 

 
We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
44 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Professor Maria Knutson Wedel  
Vice-Chancellor 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences  
Box 7070 
SE-750 07 Uppsala 
Sweden 
By e-mail: rektor@slu.se  
Cc: press@slu.se  
 

Re:  SLU and the IRGC 
 
Dear Professor Wedel: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2 – an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  We note that SLU maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with Ilam 
University, as confirmed by the university’s website.5 Given this evidence and the extremely 
concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of 
understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all 
ties between SLU and Ilam University. 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Ilam University, “انعقاد تفاھم نامھ ھمکاری  در زمی نھ علمی بین  دانشکده علوم کشاورزی  سوئد ودانشگاه”  

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:rektor@slu.se
mailto:press@slu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfsqhhz-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

Ilam University – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and 
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this 
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire 
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired 
from both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international 
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states 
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific 
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially 
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of 
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme 
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration 
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between SLU and Ilam University supports the IRGC and other 

armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s “main 
science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”9 The agreement further states that "energy," 
"food and agriculture," and “environmental science,” are critical in supporting regime objectives.10 
According to the memorandum of understanding, these fields each fall under its existing agreement 
with Ilam University.11 Additionally, any student exchanges, conferences, or symposia facilitated 
by the memorandum of understanding are used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic 
agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ilam University, “انعقاد تفاھم نامھ ھمکاری  در زمی نھ علمی بین  دانشکده علوم کشاورزی  سوئد ودانشگاه” 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfsqhhz-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-
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affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in 
responding to defense needs.”  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Partnership with SLU listed on Ilam University College of Agriculture and Natural Resources website 
 
The IRGC and Ilam University 
 
 Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Ilam University is extensively affiliated with the 
IRGC.12 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic 
institutions – including Ilam University – are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads 
appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected 
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 
administration.13 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 14 tasked with monitoring the activities of students 
and faculty.15 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.16 

 
12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps   
13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
14 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
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Due to its direct control, Ilam University is governed by a regime-approved moral code 
which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the 
university community.17 This moral code enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization 
(“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate 
academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.18 
The president of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, is a member of the PBO and a former member 
of the SBO.19 Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership, 
Mohammadi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate 
the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.20 The repressive actions supported by Mohammadi 
have prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.21  
 

The paramilitary organization is also deeply engrained in Ilam University’s academic 
culture. The University frequently hosts internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, 
public events, recruitment initiatives, and participation in research projects.22 Notably, IRGC 
officials have gathered at the University to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was 
known for facilitating acts of terrorism across the region.23 The university president has also stated 
that he “wishes honor and glory” for the IRGC and its terrorist proxies in the “Axis of Resistance.”24 
Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given 
its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, and its record of committing 
acts of terror around the world. 25 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
17 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian 
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023. 
18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
19 Ilam University, “افتتاح ساختمان  جدید سازمان بسی ج اساتید استان ایلام در دانشگاه ایلام”  
20 Jurist, “University of Tehran institutes disciplinary procedures for students refusing to wear hijab,” January 20, 
2023. 
21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 
22 Ilam University, “گرامیداشت  ھفتھ بسی ج;” Ilam University, “ برگزار ی نشست  ھماندیشی رئیس  دانشگاه ایلام و نمانیده بنیاد اقتصادى 
 ”تقدی ر فرمانده سپاه ناح یھ  ا یلام از پایگاه مقاومت  ادار ی دانشگاه ایلام“ ,Ilam University ”;تعاون سپاه پاسداران انقلاب اسلامی
23 Ilam University, “برگزاری مراسم بزرگداشت  شھید سپھبد حاج قاسم سلیمانی و شھدای مسیر  زائران  گلزار  شھدای کرمان  در دانشگاه ایلام” 
24 Ilam University, “پیام تبری ک دکتر علی محمدی رئی س دانشگاه ا یلام بھ  مناسبت سالروز تأسیس سپاه پاسداران انقلاب اسلامی” 
25 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/25/protesters-defy-crackdown-at-universities-across-iran
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwffzyyz-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-
https://www.jurist.org/news/2023/01/university-of-tehran-institutes-disciplinary-procedures-for-students-refusing-to-wear-hijab/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwffhkqu--%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D9%87%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AC-
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfhuwhk-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%87%D9%85%E2%80%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%86%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfhuwhk-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%87%D9%85%E2%80%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%86%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfszhxy-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%8A%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfhuxuq-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%E2%80%8C%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%88-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%DA%AF%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8A-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwffzuuh-%D9%BE%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%DA%A9-%D8%AF%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%E2%80%8C%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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Fig. 2: President of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, with uniformed IRGC personnel 
 
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including Ilam University, to facilitate its malign activities. In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.26  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.27 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.28 As a result of this 

 
26 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
27 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 

https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
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partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including Ilam University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense 
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”29 In effect, by participating in this 
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 
like Russia and the Assad regime.30 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.31 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.32 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.3: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 

 
29 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
30 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
31 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
32 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 

https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 33 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.34 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.35 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  

 
The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 

terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.36 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.37  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.38 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.39 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.40 

 
Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 

Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 

 
33 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
34 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
37 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
38 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
39 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
40 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418


 

 
April 25, 2024 

Page 8 
 

 
 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 41As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 

 
Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 

any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, Ilam University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any 

academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.42 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.43 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.44 

 
41 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 
42 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
43 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
44 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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Therefore, it is improper for SLU to have any partnership agreement with Ilam University, 
an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation 
that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination. 
Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an 
Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing 
a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 
 

Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 
terror – SLU’s relationship with Ilam University poses major reputational damage to the university, 
as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge you to 
clarify if this memorandum of understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations 
exist, and immediately sever all of SLU’s ties to Ilam University. 
 

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Professor Mats Tinnsten  
Vice-Chancellor 
University of Borås 
S-501 90 Borås 
Sweden 
By e-mail: mats.tinnsten@hb.se 
 

Re:   The University of Borås and the IRGC  
 
Dear Professor Tinnsten: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2 – an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that the University of Borås 
has signed a memorandum of understanding with Babol Noshirvani University of Technology 
(“BNUT”), according to BNUT’s website.5 According to the language of the memorandum, the 
University of Borås and BNUT are engaged in efforts to engage in joint research projects and 
facilitate faculty and student exchange. Given this evidence and the extremely concerning 
implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of understanding 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 BNUT Website, “Memorandum of Understanding,” June 27, 2018. 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://int.nit.ac.ir/file/download/page/1636189765-mouboras.pdf
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remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between 
University of Borås and BNUT. 
 
Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

BNUT – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and academic 
materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this policy is 
described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire “soft, 
semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired from 
both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international university 
partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states that this 
research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals 
of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially given its status 
as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also 
the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which 
are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian 
university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, collaboration between the University of Borås and BNUT supports the IRGC and 

other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s 
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”9 The agreement further states that "energy" 
and “chemistry” are critical in supporting regime objectives.10 The memorandum of understanding 
between the University of Borås and BNUT lists “process engineering” and “chemical engineering” 
as the focus of the university partnership. Research on these subjects clearly benefits the IRGC, 
given their dual-use nature. 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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Additionally, any student exchanges facilitated the memorandum of understanding are used 

facilitate the IRGC’s aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement 
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are 
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1: Signed memorandum of understanding between University of Borås and BNUT 

 
11 Ibid. 
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The IRGC and BNUT 
 
 In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, BNUT is extensively affiliated with the 
IRGC.12 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic 
institutions – including BNUT – are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads 
appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected 
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 
administration.13 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 14 tasked with monitoring the activities of students 
and faculty.15 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.16 
 

Due to its direct control, BNUT is governed by a regime-approved moral code which 
prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, enforces bans against certain students, and 
authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.17 This enables the IRGC and its Student 
Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university 
campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting 
students and faculty.18 The President of BNUT, Bahram Azizollah Ganji, is a militant member of 
the PBO and a former member of the SBO.19 This links Ganji to the gross human rights violations 
that prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO.20 
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in BNUT’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts IRGC commanders and 
other regime public events, ceremonies, and participation in research projects.21 BNUT also has a 
long record of conducting research on behalf of the IRGC’s drone, missile, and other weapons 

 
12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps   
13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
14 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 
17 IRIB News Agency, ”گردھمایی جبھھ علمی و فرھنگی اساتید، دانشگاهھا در دانشگاه صنعتی نوشی روانی  بابل;” Iran Wire, “Protests 
Unabated At Iranian Universities Despite Crackdown,” November 8, 2022; United States Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
University Protests,” January 5, 2023. 
18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
19 IRIB News Agency, ”گردھمایی جبھھ علمی و فرھنگی اساتید، دانشگاهھا در دانشگاه صنعتی نوشی روانی  بابل” 
20 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 
21 Voice of America Farsi, “ابراز نگرانی از ھم نشینی با »دانشمند نماھا«؛ واکنش کاربران فضای  مجازی بھ »پایتون گیت»,” April 12, 
2023; Basij News, “د یدار  و بازی د فرمانده  سپاه کربلا از  دانشگاه نوشی روانی  بابل.” July 12, 2023. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
https://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/4065383/%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84
https://iranwire.com/en/politics/109549-protests-unabated-at-iranian-universities-despite-crackdown/
https://iranwire.com/en/politics/109549-protests-unabated-at-iranian-universities-despite-crackdown/
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/4065383/%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://ir.voanews.com/a/raeisi-python-gate/7047788.html
https://basijnews.ir/fa/news/9526315/%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%88-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84
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programs, including those related to electronics – the same field covered by is memorandum of 
understanding with the University of Borås.22 Any partnership with a university maintaining such 
strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human 
rights violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2: President of BNUT Bahram Azizollah Ganji pictured with the head of the IRGC’s Karbala Division 
 
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including the BNUT, to facilitate its malign activities.24 In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.25  

 
22 Center for Intelligence Research and Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian 
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023. 
23 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 
24 Center for Intelligence Research and Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian 
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023. 
25 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 

https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.26 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.27 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including BNUT, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry, 
particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”28 In effect, by participating in this partnership, 
Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage 
in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the 
Assad regime.29 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.30 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.31 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 

 
26 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
27 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
28 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
29 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
30 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
31 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 

https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 32 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.33 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.34 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  
 

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.35 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 

 
32 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
33 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.36  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.37 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.38 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.39 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 40As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 

 
36 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
37 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
38 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
39 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
40 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, BNUT’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic 

exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.41 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.42 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.43 
 

Therefore, it is improper for the University of Borås to have any partnership agreement with 
BNUT, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic 
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of 
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any 
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the 
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 
 

Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 
terror – the University of Borås’s relationship with BNUT poses major reputational damage to the 
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge 
you to clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding with BNUT remains in effect, 
confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between the University of 
Borås and BNUT. 

 
We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 

 
41 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
42 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
43 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 

Professor Anders Hagfeldt  
Vice-chancellor 
Uppsala University  
Box 256 
751 05 Uppsala 
Sweden 
By e-mail: rektor@uu.se 
 

Re:   Uppsala University and the IRGC 
 
Dear Professor Hagfeldt: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2 – an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  We note that Uppsala University maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with 
Golestan University, according to university’s website.5  Given this evidence and the extremely 
concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of 
understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all 
ties between Uppsala University and Golestan University. 
 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Golestan University, “تفاھمنامھ  ھاي بین المللي” 

mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:rektor@uu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://gu.ac.ir/zamin-grp/ContextPage?id=20676
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”6 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

Golestan University – are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and 
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this 
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire 
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”7 These are to be acquired 
from both “national” and “international” university departments – transforming international 
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states 
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific 
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially 
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of 
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme 
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.8 As a result, any and all collaboration 
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between Uppsala University and Golestan University supports 

the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states 
the regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: 
“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial 
intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”9 The agreement 
further states that "geology," "physical sciences," and “environmental science,” are critical in 
supporting regime objectives.10 According to the text of the memorandum of understanding, these 
fields fall under the partnership between Uppsala University and Golestan University.11 
Additionally, the memorandum of understanding calls for the exchange of students and staff, and 

 
6 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
7 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Golestan University, “Memorandum of Understanding Between Uppsala University and Golestan University,” 
August 22, 2016; Golestan University, “تفاھمنامھ ھاي بین المللي” 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://gu.ac.ir/file/20c9a39a-db19-ec11-9ec1-005056998f1e/uppsala.pdf
https://gu.ac.ir/zamin-grp/ContextPage?id=20676
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for joint conferences and symposia to be held.12 This is concerning, as the strategic agreement 
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are 
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.” The language of 
the strategic agreement reveals IRGC will access and benefit from any and all research produced in 
conjunction with an Iranian university. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fig. 1: Signatories of the memorandum of understanding with Uppsala University included on Golestan University 
website 

 
12 Ibid. 
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Fig. 2: Uppsala University listed as a partner on Golestan University’s website 
 
The IRGC and Golestan University 
 
 In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, Golestan University is extensively affiliated 
with the IRGC.13 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic 
institutions – including Golestan University – are under the regime’s direct control, with university 
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected 
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and 
administration.14 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department – an arm of the 
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 15 tasked with monitoring the activities of students 
and faculty.16 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes 
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The 
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western 
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher 
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.17 
 

Due to its direct control, Golestan University is governed by a regime-approved moral code 
which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the 

 
13 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps   
14 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl


 

 
April 25, 2024 

Page 5 
 

 
 
university community.18 This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) 
and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic 
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.19 The 
president of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, is a member of the PBO and a former 
member of the SBO.20 Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC 
leadership,21 Khajeshahkoohi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female 
students who violate the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.22 The repressive actions 
supported by Khajeshahkoohi have prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross 
human rights violations.23  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Fig. 3: President of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, with uniformed IRGC officer 
 

18 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian 
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023. 
19 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
20 Golestan University, “ با حکم وزیر  علوم، تحقیقات  و فناوری؛ دکتر  علیرضا خواجھ شاھکویی بھ عنوان  سرپرست دانشگاه  گلستان منصوب 
 .January 23, 2022 ”,شد
21 Iranian Student News Network, “ فرمانده کل سپاه پاسداران  انقلاب اسلامی  در دانشگاه تھران  تجل یل شد,” 
22 Golestan University, “پیام تبری ک رئیس  دانشگاه گلستان بھ مناسبت 5 آذر روز  بس یج و  قیام مردم گرگان,” November 26, 2022. 
23 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/25/protesters-defy-crackdown-at-universities-across-iran
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://gu.ac.ir/Context/24222
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in Golestan University’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts 
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and 
participation in research projects.24 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the University to 
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism 
across the region.25 Additionally, members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can freely enroll 
as students at Golestan University, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions 
process.26 Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is 
unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, and its 
record of committing acts of terror around the world. 27 

  
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities, including Golestan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In 
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile 
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities 
maintain.28  

 
Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body 

involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of 
Defense.29 It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive 
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.30 As a result of this 
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 
that at least 80 universities, including Golestan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense 
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”31 In effect, by participating in this 
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 
like Russia and the Assad regime.32 
 

 
24 Golestan University, “ گرامیداشت یاد و خاطره شھدای مدافع  حرم استان در غرفھ عزت,” December 3, 2017; Golestan University, 
 .January 23, 2022 ”,با حکم وزی ر علوم، تحقیقات و فناور ی؛ دکتر علی رضا خواجھ شاھکو یی بھ عنوان  سرپرست  دانشگاه  گلستان  منصوب شد“
25 Golestan University, “مراسم گرام یداشت سومین  سالگرد شھادت سردار دلھا حاج قاسم  سلی مانی برگزار شد,” January 4, 2023. 
26 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iraqi Militias,” July 14, 2023. 
27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 
28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's 
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on 
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024. 
29 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 

https://gu.ac.ir/Context/11830
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://gu.ac.ir/Context/24409
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307146999
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
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There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.33 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.34 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN 
terrorism sanctions. 35 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – and is not a 
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to 

 
33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 
 
35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
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radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism, 
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.36 The IRGC is responsible for 
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia 
extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.37 It is also responsible international terrorist plots in 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among 
numerous other countries.  
 

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 
Jews in Germany.38 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.39  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.40 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.41 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.42 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 43As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

 
36 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
39 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
41 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html


 

 
April 25, 2024 

Page 9 
 

 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain 
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement 
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens 
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous 
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on 
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This policy, which 
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the 
MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, Golestan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any 

academic exchange with, or travel to, the university. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.44 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.45 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.46 One of the individuals 
arrested for espionage and accused of acting on behalf of Russia previously collaborated with 
Uppsala University, contributing to ongoing research.47 

 
Therefore, it is improper for Uppsala University to have any partnership agreement with 

Golestan University, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC – a violent, Islamist extremist and 
 

44 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 
47 Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 
 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official 
programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s 
investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed 
elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 

 
Beyond potential legal ramifications – including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of 

terror – Uppsala University’s relationship with Golestan University poses major reputational 
damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the 
foregoing, we urge you to clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding remains in 
effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Uppsala University’s 
ties to Golestan University. 

 
We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 

thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/


 Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063 
 

April 25, 2024 
 
Minister for Education Mats Persson  
Swedish Ministry for Education and Research 
Herkulesgatan 17 
SE 103 33  
Stockholm 
Sweden  
Via email: utbildningsdepartementet.registrator@gov.se; agnes.eklund@regeringskansliet.se  
 

Re:   Swedish Universities and the IRGC 
 
Dear Minister Persson: 
 
 Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)1 has obtained a copy of a 
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities 
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)2—an entity subject to United States, United 
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.3  This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive 
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product 
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document 
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed 
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard 
and soft power capabilities.4 
 
  We note that at least nine Swedish universities maintain partnerships with Iranian 
universities. These include partnerships between Lund University and Malayer University, 
University of Torbat Heydarieh (“UTH”), and the University of Tehran;5 The Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences (“SLU”) and Ilam University;6  Mid Sweden University (“MIUN”) and 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until 
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory 
Board consists of distinguished leaders in government, academia and business. See 
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019: 
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/  
3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps     
4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 
5 Malayer University, “پروژه مشترک اتحادیھ  اروپایی دانشگاه ملا ی,” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The 
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography” 
6 Ilam University, “انعقاد تفاھم نامھ ھمکاری  در زمی نھ علمی بین  دانشکده علوم کشاورزی  سوئد ودانشگاه”  
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mailto:agnes.eklund@regeringskansliet.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
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https://www.ilam.ac.ir/news/show/?ihwfsqhhz-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B2%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-
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Guilan University;7 Uppsala University and Golestan University;8 Malmö University and Chabahar 
Maritime University (“CMU”);9 University of Borås and Babol Noshirvani University of 
Technology (“BNUT”);10 Linnaeus University and the University of Tehran;11 and Luleå University 
of Technology (“LUT”) and Guilan University.12  
 

Given this evidence of extensive collaboration between Swedish and Iranian universities, 
and the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to open 
immediate inquiry into the status of these partnerships.  
 
Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC  

 
“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest 
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution” 
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions 
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively 
– citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and 
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress 
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”13 

 
 Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities – including 

those partnering with Swedish universities – are required to transfer the intellectual property and 
rights of all research and academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. 
In the agreement, this policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research 
capacities” to acquire “soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”14 
These are to be acquired from both “national” and “international” university departments – 
transforming international university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” 
The agreement further states that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path 
of achieving the scientific defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used 
against Sweden, especially given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated 
by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and 

 
7 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 
8 Golestan University, “تفاھمنامھ  ھاي بین المللي” 
9 MANA News Network, “ھمکاری  چابھار با دانشگاه جھانی دریانوردی,” July 25, 2017; Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban 
Development, “جزئیات دیدار مدیرعامل سازمان  بنادر و دریانوردی با  وزرای  حمل  و نقل و امور زیربنایی کشورھای  سوئد و ترکیھ,” 
November 29, 2017. 
10 BNUT Website, “Memorandum of Understanding,” June 27, 2018. 
11 University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, “انعقاد تفاھم نامھ  دانشگاه لینائوس سوئد با دانشکدگان,” 
May 15, 2022. 
12 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden” 
13 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023. 
14 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 

https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
https://gu.ac.ir/zamin-grp/ContextPage?id=20676
https://mana.ir/fa/news/55210/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C
http://news.mrud.ir/news/46393/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84-%D9%88
https://int.nit.ac.ir/file/download/page/1636189765-mouboras.pdf
https://utcan.ut.ac.ir/fa/news/27717/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.15 As a 
result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the 
Islamic Republic. 

 
Therefore, any collaboration between Swedish and Iranian universities supports the IRGC 

and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s 
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and 
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced 
warfare software and military science and technology.”16 The agreement further states that fields 
including “geology," "computer processing," “agriculture,” “environmental science,” “energy,” 
“chemical engineering,” are critical in supporting regime objectives.17 According to partnership 
agreements and memoranda of understanding, each of these fields are emphasized in collaboration 
between Swedish and Iranian universities. All of the university partnerships identified by UANI are 
in focused on one of the critical fields identified by the strategic agreement.18 

 
 Additionally, any student exchanges organized as part of these partnership agreements will 

be used to facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement 
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are 
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”19 This is 
concerning, as many of the partnership agreements identify the exchange of students and faculty as 
priorities for the participating universities. Should these agreements remain in place, any future 
exchanges, symposia, or conferences will be exploited by the IRGC and other armed elements of 
the Iranian regime for malign purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 See for example: Malayer University, “پروژه مشترک  اتحادیھ اروپایی دانشگاه ملا ی,” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat 
Heydarieh, “The University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography;” Lund 
University, “Features of the international MSC educational programme in environmental management and 
modelling,” December 31, 2018; Golestan University, “Memorandum of Understanding Between Uppsala University 
and Golestan University,” August 22, 2016; Golestan University, “تفاھمنامھ ھاي  بین المللي;” Guilan University, “دانشگاه 
 بازدید ھ یات“ ,June 14, 2017; Guilan University ”,گیلان مسئول کارگروه ملی ھماھنگی  و پیگی ري ھمکاري  ھاي علمی با کشور سوئد شد
 .October 27, 2017 ”,دانشگاه گیلان  از دانشگاه ھا و  صندوق  حمایت از فعال یت ھای بی ن المللی  سوئ د
19 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and 
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021. 

https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://geography.ut.ac.ir/en/%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/features-of-the-international-msc-educational-programme-in-enviro
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/features-of-the-international-msc-educational-programme-in-enviro
https://gu.ac.ir/file/20c9a39a-db19-ec11-9ec1-005056998f1e/uppsala.pdf
https://gu.ac.ir/file/20c9a39a-db19-ec11-9ec1-005056998f1e/uppsala.pdf
https://gu.ac.ir/zamin-grp/ContextPage?id=20676
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%8A-?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%8A-?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%85?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%85?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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Fig. 1: Partnerships with MIUN and LUT listed on the Guilan University website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2: Partnership with Lund University listed on the UTH website 
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Fig. 3: Lund University partnership mentioned on the University of Tehran website 
 
The IRGC Presence Within Iranian Universities 
 
 In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, each of the Iranian universities identified 
maintain extensive affiliations with the IRGC. To be sure, there are no “independent” or fully 
“private” universities in Iran, as all academic institutions – including these universities – are under 
the regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also 
maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime 
directives on teaching and administration.20 Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat 
department – an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 21 tasked with monitoring 
the activities of students and faculty.22 Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces 
stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or 
conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a 
means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform 
institutions of higher learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.23 
 

Due to the regime’s direct control, these Iranian universities are governed by a regime-
approved moral code which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes 

 
20 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington 
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022. 
21 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign 
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022. 
22 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018. 
23 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023. 

https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
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IRGC surveillance of the university community.24 This moral code enables the IRGC and its Student 
Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university 
campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting 
students and faculty.25 Across Iran, the SBO has developed a gruesome record, frequently killed 
students during protests over the last two decades and encouraging acts of terror.26 Due to these 
repressive acts, the EU has imposed sanctions against the entirety of the SBO for gross human rights 
violations.27 Furthermore, it is important to note that the presidents of all Iranian universities 
required to be members of the PBO.28 As such, the presidents of Shiraz University,29 the University 
of Tehran,30 Golestan University,31 Guilan University,32 Malayer University,33 and others have 
actively participated in PBO initiatives, signed agreements facilitating an IRGC presence, or 
otherwise supported PBO and SBO activities.34  
 

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply 
engrained in Iranian academic culture. All of the universities listed in this letter frequently host 
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and 
participation in research projects.35 Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at these universities to 
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism 
across the region.36 Members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can also freely enroll as students 
at Iranian universities, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions process.37 
Therefore, any partnerships with universities which maintain such strong ties to the IRGC are 

 
24 The United States Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man 
at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 2023;  Iran International, “Tehran 
University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024. 
25 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
26 New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20, 
2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 
2023. 
27 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human 
rights violations,” May 22, 2023. 
28 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.  
29 Islamic Republic News Agency, “حمای ت از نخبگان جوان محور  تفاھمنامھ دانشگاه ش یراز و  سپاه بود,” September 15, 2019 
30 Iran International, “Tehran University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024. 
31 Golestan University, “ با حکم وزیر  علوم، تحقیقات  و فناوری؛ دکتر  علیرضا خواجھ شاھکویی بھ عنوان  سرپرست دانشگاه  گلستان منصوب 
 .January 23, 2022 ”,شد
32 Guilan University, “رئیس  دانشگاه گیلان :اسات ید در صف  اول جبھھ علمی و  فرھنگی  قرار دارند,” November 21, 2023. 
33 Malayer University, “مراسم تکریم و معارفھ مسئول بسیج  اساتید دانشگاه ملایر  برگزار  گردید” 
34 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023. 
35 See for example: Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’l Quds Day,” April 
3, 2024; University of Tehran, “درخواست تأمین  منابع انسانی جھت  فرماندھی فضایی نیرو ی ھوافضای  سپاه;” University of Tehran, 
 University of ”;ارتباط ا یمان بھ  حضور خداوند در زندگی زناشویی و  رضایتمندی  زوج ین  :بررسی نقش میانج ی شیوه ھای  مقابلھ مذھبی“
Torbat heydarieh,” حضور فرمانده محترم سپاه تربت ح یدری ھ جھت تبریک  سالروز شھادت استاد بسیج ی شھ ید دکتر  مصطفی  چمران و روز  ملی 
 ویژه برنامھ ماه مبارک  رمضان و محفل انس با  قرآن  در دانشگاه ملایر “ ,March 24, 2021; Malayer University ”,بسی ج اساتید در دانشگاه
 .April 8, 2024 ”,.برگزار شد
36 Tabnak, “ آغاز  مراسم نخستی ن سالگرد شھید سپھبد سل یمانی,” January 1, 2021; Malayer University, “مراسم سومین  سالگرد شھادت 
 .January 2, 2023 ”,.سردار شھید  حاج قاسم سلیمانی  برگزار  شد
37 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iraqi Militias,” July 14, 2023. 

https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://newlinesmag.com/argument/a-shadowy-paramilitary-group-leads-the-bloody-crackdown-on-irans-college-campuses/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.irna.ir/news/83476605/%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%A8%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://ece.ut.ac.ir/-/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/1025123/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307146999
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unacceptable, given the organization’s extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights 
violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. 38 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fig. 4: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, at a ceremony with IRGC head Hossein 
Salami 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Fig. 5: President of the Shiraz University, Hamid Nagdaran, with IRGC Brigadier General Seyed Hashem Ghiathi 
 
 
 

 
38 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,” 
February 25, 2019. 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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Fig. 6: President of Malayer University, Ebrahim Mohammadi-Manesh, at PBO meeting with uniformed IRGC officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 7: President of UTH, Mohammad Hassan Fathi, meeting with uniformed IRGC officer 
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Fig. 8: President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi, pictured with uniformed IRGC officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 9: President of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, with uniformed IRGC personnel 
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Fig. 10: President of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, with uniformed IRGC officer 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 11: President of BNUT Bahram Azizollah Ganji pictured with uniformed IRGC personnel 
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector 
 

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its 
control over Iranian universities to facilitate its malign activities.39 Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of 
Science, Research and Technology, a government body involved in managing higher education, has 
maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of Defense.40 It must be noted that entities within 
Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive 
U.S. and EU sanctions.41 As a result of this partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC 
commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 that at least 80 universities, including those 
maintaining partnership agreements with Lund University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense 
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”42 In effect, by participating in this 
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its 
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies 
like Russia and the Assad regime.43 
 

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by 
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including 
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with 
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used 
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research, 
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the 
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.44 Universities in the 
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in 
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.45 Due to the IRGC’s active 
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings 
significant reputational and security risk. 

 

 
39 Center for Intelligence and Research Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian 
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023; Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, 
“Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; Malayer University, “نخستی ن ماھواره نظام ی جمھور ی اسلام ی ای ران  با موفقی ت در مدار زمی ن 
 ,July 13 ”,دیدار ریاست  دانشگاه تربت ح یدر یھ با فرمانده سپاه ناح یھ  مقاومت تربت ح یدریھ “ ,University of Torbat Heydarieh ”;قرار گرفت
2020. 
40 ISNA, “وزارت دفاع از ظرفیت  بزرگ  دانشی مؤسسات آموزش عالی استفاده کند” 
41 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” 
November 14, 2019. 
42 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/ 
43 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters, 
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024. 
44 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023. 
45 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to 
regime,” February 14, 2024. 

https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/528-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig. 12: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry 
 
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity 
 

As you are aware, the IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to 
EU, UK, and UN terrorism sanctions. 46 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization – 
and is not a conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination 
designed to radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use 
of terrorism, militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.47 The IRGC is 
responsible for facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, 
Hezbollah, Shia extremist militias in Iraq, and the Houthis.48 It is also responsible international 
terrorist plots in Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, 
and the U.S., among numerous other countries.  
 

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe – particularly 
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to 
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder 

 
46 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps 
47 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations, 
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024. 
48 Ibid. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
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Jews in Germany.49 Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions 
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives – including surveillance, 
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.50  
  

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent 
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC. 
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members 
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.51 In 2024, Aron 
Verständig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot 
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.52 These 
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In 
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament 
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization – though full proscription has yet 
to occur.53 
 

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic 
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests – and demanded 
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets.  In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini 
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. 54As a result 
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by 
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights 
sanctions. 
 

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate the Swedish Ministry of Education 
and the Government of Swedish to allow its universities to collaborate with entities extensively 
affiliated with the IRGC. These partnership agreements alone legitimize the paramilitary 
organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.  
 
IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran  
 

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threaten 
the safety of Swedish academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a 
callous policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in 
academia, on fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations.  This 

 
49 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC 
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A 
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024. 
50 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran 
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024. 
51 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024. 
52 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024. 
53 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023. 
54 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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policy, which is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the 
IRGC and the MOIS.    
 

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian 
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected 
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused 
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under 
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid 
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.  

 
Of course, extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic exchange 

with, or travel to, the universities identified in this letter. 
 
Conclusion  
 

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly 
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily 
exploited by actors like the IRGC.55 This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities 
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to 
reputation and security.56 Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been 
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.57 

 
Therefore, it is improper for Swedish universities to have any partnership agreements with 

Iranian universities that are affiliated with the IRGC –  a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic 
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of 
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any 
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the 
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation. 
 

Partnerships between Swedish and Iranian universities pose a significant security threat, in 
addition to international legal and ethical concerns. Given the foregoing, we urge you to open an 
inquiry into these partnerships, take immediate punitive action, and proscribe the IRGC as a terrorist 
organization; making it clear that any person or entity that collaborates with the IRGC either directly 
or via a third party — such as an academic institution — would be committing a terror offence. 

 
 

 
55 Universitetsläraren, “Säpo: Ökad hotbild mot Sveriges lärosäten,” May 12, 2022. 
56 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024. 
57 Svenska Dagbladet, “Så ska spionerna på universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstänkt spion 
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024. 

https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a 
thorough review into the foregoing.   Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter.    
 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman  Ambassador Mark D. Wallace  
 
 
United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats 
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former 
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/
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