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April 25, 2024

Kay Svensson

Head of Department for External Relations
Linnaeus University

SE- 351 95

Véxjo

Sweden

By e-mail: kay.svensson@Inu.se

Cc: info@Inu.se

Re: Ties Between Linnaeus University and the IRGC

Dear Mr. Svensson:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI")! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)? — an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We thank you for your response to our letter dated September 14, 2023, and note
confirmation that Linnaeus University maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with
University of Tehran’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, as listed on the College’s
website.> We further note that your response to our previous letter also confirmed that Linnaeus

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

5 University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, “OSa5ila b 33 s (s il o831 44l a8 S May
15, 2022.



mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:kay.svensson@lnu.se
mailto:info@lnu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://utcan.ut.ac.ir/fa/news/27717/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86

INST
LEAR April 25, 2024

RAN Page 2

University does work with Iranian recruitment agencies. One such agency, the Pars Afshin Institute,
identifies Linnaeus University as a partner. This agency maintains official ties with the Iranian
Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, tasked with facilitating exchange between Iranian
and Swedish universities.® In light of new evidence, and the extremely concerning implications of
the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if these partnerships remain in effect since our last
correspondence, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Linnaeus
University’s ties to the University of Tehran and regime-affiliated recruitment agencies.

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”’

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including the
University of Tehran — are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”® These are to be acquired
from both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, collaboration between Linnaeus University and the University of Tehran supports
the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states
the regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include:
“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial

6 Pars Afshin Institute, “About Us”

" The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

8 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

% Ibid.
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intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”'® The agreement
further states that "biology and health," "food and agriculture,” and “environmental science,” are
critical in supporting regime objectives.!! Linnaeus University has previously confirmed that these
fields each fall under its existing agreement with the University of Tehran.

Additionally, any student exchanges facilitated by the Pars Afshin Institute or other regime-
affiliated recruitment agencies will be used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic
agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students”
affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in
responding to defense needs.”
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Fig. 1: Partnership with Linnaeus University listed on the University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources website

10 1bid.
1 1bid.



Fig. 2: Linnaeus University listed on the Pars Afshin Institute website

From: Kay Svensson <kay.svenssoni@Inu.se>

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 4:54 AM

To: Ambassador Mark Wallace <ambwallace@uaniorg>

Ce: Bagistmator@lny ce; Katarina Ek <katarina.ck@iny ze>; Peter Aronscon <peteraronszon@ing.ce™;
Jesper Andersson <jesper.anderssoni@|nu.se>

Subject: DNR: LNU-2023 /2886 Correspondence FAD Professor Aronsson, Linnaeus University
#lnureg:5 186368

Dear Ambassador Wallace,
Thank you for mail regarding Linmeaus University and Iran.
Regarding your questions.

1. Linneaus University, Faculty of Technelogy has currently one MOU with The College of
Agriculture and National Resources, University of Teheran.

2. Itis open for Iranien citizen to apply to Swedish universites. Historically Linneaus University

has been working with two IrRnian recruitment agencies, however in the current situation

with the embargo they are rather inactive. The two agencies consist of two Iranien students,
one previously graduated from Blekinge Tekniska Hogskola and one from Linnéuniversitetet.

3. With regret we will not be able to attend the hearing in 5tockholm September 28.
Best regards

Eay Svensson
Avdelningschef externa relationer
Head of Department for External Relations

Fig. 3: Response to our letter dated September 14, 2023

April 25, 2024
Page 4



UNITED
ﬁ‘ﬁ;@i'ﬁlﬂ April 25, 2024
]

RAN Page 5

The IRGC and the University of Tehran

In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, the University of Tehran is extensively
affiliated with the IRGC.? There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all
academic institutions — including the University of Tehran — are under the regime’s direct control,
with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-
selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and
administration.*® Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”)1* tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.®

Due to its direct control, the University of Tehran is governed by a regime-approved “Moral
Charter,” which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC
surveillance of the university community.!” This “Moral Charter” enables the IRGC and its Student
Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university
campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting
students and faculty.!® The SBO’s University of Tehran branch has a gruesome record of violence,
as its members have killed students during protests over the last two decades and encouraged acts
of terror.!® The President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi is a member of
the PBO and a former member of the SBO. Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely
affiliated with IRGC leadership,?’ Moghimi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution
of female students who violate the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws — in line with the
university’s “Moral Charter.”?* The repressive actions supported by Moghimi have prompted the
EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?2

12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

14U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

17 Iran International, “Tehran University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024.

18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

19 New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20,
2023.

2 Jranian Student News Network, © 25 Jalad o s olSiiily )3 (cadb) QM) o)) jlauds slaw JS oxile 537

2L Jurist, “University of Tehran institutes disciplinary procedures for students refusing to wear hijab,” January 20,
2023.

2 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human

rights violations,” May 22, 2023.
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Fig. 4: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, with Hossein Salami, head of the IRGC

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in the University of Tehran’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and
participation in research projects.?®> Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the University to
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism
across the region.?* Additionally, members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can freely enroll
as students at the University of Tehran, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions
process.? The University of Tehran also has a long record of conducting research on behalf of the
IRGC’s drone, missile, and other weapons programs.?® Any partnership with a university
maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement
in gross human rights violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. %

The IRGC s Exploitation of /ran’s Academic Sector
The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its

control over Iranian universities, including the University of Tehran, to facilitate its malign
activities. In particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear,

23 Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’l Quds Day,” April 3, 2024;
University of Tehran, “sls sliail s (55 i (i b aile s Caga bl ailia cpdls cund 63,3 University of Tehran, “5ls )
(e 4Allie (sl o gl oailia BRI oy o (ns ) el ) 5 (el ) (K1) j3 008 ) guas 45 (el Jerusalem Post, “lran will
not hesitate to launch missiles at Haifa, IRGC commander warns,” October 23, 2023.

24 Tabnak, * (lals dean el o Sl (s ) 50 21, January 1, 2021.

25 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iragi Militias,” July 14, 2023.

26 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022.

27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.
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ballistic missile and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these
universities maintain.?

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.®® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including the University of Tehran, are directly contributing to Iran’s
defense industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”! In effect, by participating in
this partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.®?

There is clear evidence that the IRGC actively exploits international partnerships maintained
by Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.®* Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

29 TSNA, “aiS salitiasl Mo (i) sal Cilsupe  ila Ky 5 cadyl 5l e lin <l 547

30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ” November
14, 2019.

81 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:~:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.5: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. * It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.®” It is also responsible international terrorist plots in

Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder

35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

3 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024,

37 Ibid.



https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
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Jews in Germany.3® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.®

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.%° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.** These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.*

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC'’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

3 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A New
Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

%9 Tran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran International,
“After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

4L Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor: 516
Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.



https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:~:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, the University of Tehran’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk
of any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.* This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*

Therefore, it is improper for Linnaeus University to have any partnership agreement with
the University of Tehran, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist
and anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official
programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s
investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed
elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — Linnaeus University’s relationship with the University of Tehran poses major reputational
damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the
foregoing, we urge you to: clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding remains in
effect since our last correspondence, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever
all of Linnaeus University’s ties to the University of Tehran and regime-affiliated recruitment
agencies.

4 Universitetslararen, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges laroséten,” May 12, 2022.

45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.



https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

A e il

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the
threats posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and
distinguished former government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).



http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/
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A “ Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | CEO | AmbWallace@uani.com | 212.922.0063

April 25, 2024

Professor Birgitta Bergvall-Kareborn
Vice Chancellor

Luled University of Technology

971 87 Lulea

Sweden

By e-mail: rektor@Itu.se

Re:  Luled University of Technology and the IRGC

Dear Professor Bergvall-Kareborn:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)?>—an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We note that Luled University of Technology (“LUT”) maintains an ongoing partnership
with the University of Guilan, as confirmed by the university’s website.> Given this evidence and
the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this
partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all
ties between LUT and Guilan University.

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

> Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
Guilan University — are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired
from both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between LUT and Guilan University supports the IRGC and
other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”® The agreement further states that
“economic security,” “food and agriculture,” “energy,” and “environmental science,” are critical in
supporting regime objectives.*® Each of these fields are covered by the partnership between LUT
and Guilan University.!* Since forming its partnership with LUT, Guilan University has
continuously sought to produce further research in these fields, among others.*? Additionally,

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 1bid.

% Ibid.

10 Ibid.

11 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”

12 Guilan University, “a xisu )38 b ale sl 5 Sean (80 5 Sales oo SIS Jsiue (IS o555 June 14, 2017;
Guilan University, “sisw all G (sls cullad 5l Cules (3 gaiia s sliils 51 038 ol8ails <ila 30 3L, October 27, 2017.
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student exchanges or joint conferences facilitated by the partnership are used to further these aims,
in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all
“professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities
and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”
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Fig. 1: Partnership with LUT listed on the Guilan University website

The IRGC and Guilan University

Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Guilan University is extensively affiliated with the
IRGC.® There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic
institutions — including Guilan University — are under the regime’s direct control, with university
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and
administration.'* Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the

13 For full IRGC designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-
corps

14 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.
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sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) ° tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.*® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.’

Due to direct regime control, Guilan University is governed by a moral code which prohibits
political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university
community.*® This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and
Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.'® The
President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi is a member of the PBO and a former member of the
SBO.%° Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership,?
Najafi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate the
Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.??> The repressive actions supported by Najafi have
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?

15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

" The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

18 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Washington Post,
“How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022; The United States
Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023.

19 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Atlantic Council,
“Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

20 Guilan University, “x )2 5 8 Sia 5 ale dgn Jol Caa o sl (DS 81 w5 ” November 21, 2023.

28 Jranian Student News Network, 2 Jilad o jed o8iils ) (el &0 ) jlanly sl (S oile 53

22 The Washington Post, “How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022
2 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human

rights violations,” May 22, 2023.
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Fig. 2: President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi, pictured with uniformed IRGC officer

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in the Guilan University’s academic culture. Guilan University frequently hosts
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and
participation in research projects.?* Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the university to
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism
across the region.? Guilan University also has a long record of encouraging its student body to
support IRGC initiatives.?® Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations,
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. ?’

The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector
The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its

control over Iranian universities, including Guilan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile

24 Guilan University, “ cedis) cM5) o) jlavls sl ) Culan o ¢SS o881 lal8iiils aeas” April 15, 2019; Guilan
University, “a sisie (S (a8 sl (pviga g Gla Sl 5 U l8ila (y S jifia (g )San 4sls aalés” December 19, 2023;
Guilan University, “xl> )l 8 Sia 8 5 ale 4gn Jol Cia o asill: (UK o851 w5, November 21, 2023.

25 Guilan University, “Slale s ju aed 56 55 Cua Sae ) oSl Lallisls aes” January 2, 2020.

26 Guilan University, *“JUS Ly 5)elagill s (b )d slenanadd (sledi) sl S ja ) (S sliils ()l sauils 1 (51K May 29,
2010; Mehr News, “ s ol s 52)) 40 S (5 523502 08+ 4l e, March 4, 2024.

27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme L eader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.
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https://www.mehrnews.com/news/6045717/%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85-%DB%B5%DB%B5%DB%B0-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1
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and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.?

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.*® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including Guilan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”3! In effect, by participating in this
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.

There is clear evidence that the IRGC actively exploits international partnerships maintained
by Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.3® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.3* Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

29 ISNA, “aiS oaldind e i 5 gal cilimge (i3l K pcud yla Sleliacn )"

30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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Fig.3: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. 3 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.®” It is also responsible international terrorist plots in

Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions

35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

3 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

37 Ibid.

38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.4° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.** These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.?

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected

3 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

4L Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.



https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, the Guilan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of
any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.** This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*®

Therefore, it is improper for LUT to have any partnership agreement Guilan University, an
entity that is affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation
that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination.
Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an
Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing
a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — LUT’s relationship with Guilan University poses major reputational damage to the
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge
you to: clarify if this partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and
immediately sever LUT’s ties to Guilan University.

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

4 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.



https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).



http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/
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April 25, 2024

Professor Erik Renstrom
Vice-Chancellor

Lund University

Box 117

SE-221 00 Lund

Sweden

Via email: rektor@rektor.lu.se

Re: Lund University and the IRGC

Dear Professor Renstrom:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)?>—an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that Lund University
maintains partnerships with Malayer University and University of Torbat Heydarieh (“UTH”) in
Iran, based on a memorandum of understanding signed between the Iranian Minister of Science,
Research and Technology and the Swedish European Affairs and Foreign Trade.® This is confirmed
by the websites of both universities, which describe the use of Erasmus+ funding to facilitate these

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

5 Islamic Republic of Iran (Dolat.ir), “cusl ol ) 53 ) o552 g slasliiiila b avils 4ea (5 )lSaa: s3la 3 February 12, 2017.



mailto:AmbWallace@uani.com
mailto:rektor@rektor.lu.se
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://dolat.ir/detail/289396
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partnerships.® We further note that Lund University is identified by the University of Tehran as
maintaining a joint master’s program.’” Given this evidence and the extremely concerning
implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if these partnerships remain in effect,
confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between Lund University
and the aforementioned Iranian universities.

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”8

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran — are required to transfer the intellectual
property and rights of all research and academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of
the regime. In the agreement, this policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic
[and] research capacities” to acquire “soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and
technologies.”® These are to be acquired from both “national” and “international” university
departments — transforming international university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime
objectives.” The agreement further states that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies
in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may
be used against Sweden, especially given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are
facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and
Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic
agreement.'® As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian university facilitates the malign
activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between Lund University and Iranian universities supports the
IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the
regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include:

6 Malayer University, “cs>ks slSuils b5 5l 4saladl S jida o 55 2 February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020.

" The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography”

8 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

% Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

10 Ibid.



https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://geography.ut.ac.ir/en/%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial
intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”** The agreement
further states that the fields of “geology,"” "computer processing,” and “environmental science,” are
critical in supporting regime objectives. According to Lund University’s partnership agreements
with Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran, and Lund University’s publications,
these partnership agreements involve research on digital mapping, environmental studies, and
geography — which fall under these fields.*?

Additionally, any student exchanges organized as part of these partnership agreements will
be used to facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”*?
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Fig. 1: Partnership with Lund University listed on the Malayer University website

1 bid.

12 Malayer University, “cs s8isls s )l anlas] S jide s 55 5” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography:” Lund University,
“Features of the international MSC educational programme in environmental management and modelling,” December
31, 2018.

13 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.



https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/20926/79249/79250/%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-(-erasmus)-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://torbath.ac.ir/page-engmain/en/0/form/pId976
https://geography.ut.ac.ir/en/%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/features-of-the-international-msc-educational-programme-in-enviro
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86

AINST

G
lﬁ:AN Page 4

Access | Home Page | Contact Us

ting Production

£ Monday, April 15, 2024 4/15/2024 g Year Of
e

e = [ = UNIVERSITY OF S)

TORBAT HEYDARIEH

International MOUs and the contracts

Professors and Students Exchange Program (International Credit Mobility)

The third program is about the exchange of professors and students between Torbat Heydarieh University and the University of Lithuania. In this program, one student is sent to the
Vilnius University for a three-month study opportunity as well as one professor to instruct and one professor will be dispatched from Vilnius University to Torbat Heydarieh University to
instruct and utilize information resources for one week, The professor will be sent to Torbat Heydarieh University for a week of training. The projected budget for professors and students

of Torbat University is around € 8000 and will be paid in cash to the participants,

Cooperation Agreement of Torbat Heydarieh University with Foreign Universities;
+ Cooperation Contract with the Lund University of Sweden for the implementation of the GeoNetC program
+ Cooperation Contract with the Leipzig University of Germany for the implementation of the OPATEL program

+ Cooperation Contract with Salahuddin University of Iraq

Fig. 2: Partnership with Lund University listed on the UTH website

16-04-2024
EN| FA| Sign In

Faculty of Geography

Research Admission People

About:

Geography has been taught at the University of Tehran since establishment of University in 1934. Initially, it was a part of the Geography-History center at the Faculty of Literature and
Humanities. With the expansion of geographic science, the Faculty of Geography became an independent faculty in 2002. Currently, it is the largest educational and scientific center in
geographical studies in the country.

Currently, this faculty is offering a diverse range of subjects and majors (from BA to PhD levels) under the four major departments including:

« Remote Sensing and GIS
+ Human Geography

« Physical Geography

« Political Geography

Each Department is equipped with the associated staff, laboratories and work stations. An overall 56 dedicated academic members are teaching and supervising students under each
subject covering various scientific topics.

Based on academic ranking of Institutes & Universities, Faculty of Geography enjoys a very good academic position internationally. This Faculty has earned the 150-200 world ranking in
QS on 2018 (Best ranked among all of the Geography Faculties in the Middle East) and has More than 50 International students (PhD and MSc). This Faculty has been signed several
MOU's with regional and international partners and also has planned to convene international courses, implementing joint regional and international projects, establishing joint Centers of
excellence with international partners, exchanging staff and students with international universities. However, this faculty is running a dual master degree in English (RS/GIS) convened
jointly by Lund University and the University of Tehran.

Fig. 3: Lund University listed on the University of Tehran website

The IRGC and Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran

In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, the Malayer University, UTH, and University
of Tehran are all extensively affiliated with the IRGC. There are no “independent” or fully “private”
universities in Iran, as all academic institutions — including these universities — are under the
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regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also
maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime
directives on teaching and administration.'* Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat
department — an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) *° tasked with monitoring
the activities of students and faculty.’® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces
stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or
conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a
means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform
institutions of higher learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.’

Due to the regime’s direct control, Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran
is governed by a regime-approved moral code which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory
hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.*8 This moral code enables the
IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBQO”)
militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal
violence against dissenting students and faculty.® In particular, the SBO’s Malayer University and
University of Tehran branches have a gruesome record of violence, as its members have killed
students during protests over the last two decades and encouraged acts of terror.?° Due to these
repressive acts, the EU has imposed sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?
It is important to note that the presidents of Malayer University, UTH, and University of Tehran are
required to be members of the PBO, and are all former member of the SBO.??

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in Iranian academic culture. Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran
frequently host internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment

4 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

18 The United States Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man
at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 2023; Iran International, “Tehran
University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024.

19 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

20 New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20,
2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16,
2023.

21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.

22 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023;
Malayer University, “x3 8 51 £ 5 55k ol8iils Al sy J e 48 jlas 5 a9 S35 al 5™
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initiatives, and participation in research projects.?® Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at these
universities to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts
of terrorism across the region.?* Members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can also freely
enroll as students at these universities, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions
process.?® Therefore, any partnerships with universities which maintain such strong ties to the IRGC
are unacceptable, given the organization’s extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights
violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. %

Fig. 3: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, at a ceremony with with Hossein Salami,
head of the IRGC

23 Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’| Quds Day,” April 3, 2024;
University of Tehran, “slus slusd) s (55 1 (Jmd asile 8 Caga il i ¢l il 53,5 University of Tehran, “sls )
(o0 Al (gla o gud ailie S (oan )y o (s ) sdieclin ) 9 8l ) Sy 0 2iglad ) geas 4 Glal;” University of Torbat
heydarieh,” zas (o ) 5 O ren (cilan FS gl (v Sl Caled 59yl S 55 g 4 Ha Cu ol o yine aile ) guas
sy )2 adlul” March 24, 2021; Malayer University, “ 1S » 55l sliiils 5o o 8L (il Jisa 5 liae ) Sl sla 4ali 0 509
5, April 8, 2024.

24 Tabnak, “ lele dean 2es 0 Sl (s ol ye 5121” January 1, 2021; Malayer University, “cled 3 S0l (i s and 30
2 )8 Slal anld #ls aed o e ” January 2, 2023.

2 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iragi Militias,” July 14, 2023.

2 Washington Institute, “The Supreme L eader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.
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Fig. 4: President of Malayer University, Ebrahim Mohammadi-Manesh, at a PBO meeting with uniformed IRGC
personnel

ot

Fig. 5: President of UTH, Mohammad Hassan Fathi, meeting with a uniformed IRGC officer
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over Iranian universities, including Malayer University, UTH, and the University of Tehran,
to facilitate its malign activities. In particular, these universities also have a long record of
conducting research on behalf of or otherwise supporting the IRGC’s drone, missile, and other
weapons programs.?’

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.?® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including those maintaining partnership agreements with Lund
University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum
technologies.”® In effect, by participating in this partnership, Iranian universities are directly
contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the
region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the Assad regime.*!

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®? Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.®® Due to the IRGC’s active

27 Center for Intelligence and Research Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023; Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control,
“Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; Malayer University, “oxe ) lae )2 < ga b o)) ) (oDl (5 ) sean (callai ol sale (s
«é £ 1 & University of Torbat Heydarieh, “4:us < i Cua glia aal ol saile )3 L4y yaus 5 ol88310 <ol s July 13,
2020.

2 ISNA, “a€ oaldind e i) gal cilimge (il K pcud yla Sleliacn )"

29 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

30 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

81 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

32 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

3 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.
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Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. ** It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.3® It is also responsible international terrorist plots in
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

% For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

% Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

% 1bid.
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The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.*” Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.*

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.3° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.*® These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.!

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. ?As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran
Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens

the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on

37 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

38 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

39 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

40 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

4 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

42 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.
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fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, the University of Tehran’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk
of any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.* This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.** Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*

Therefore, it is improper for Lund University to have any partnership agreement with
Malayer University, UTH, or University of Tehran, entities that are affiliated with the IRGC - a
violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-
Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence
revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the
IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and
exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — Lund University’s relationship with the aforementioned Iranian universities poses major
reputational damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution.
Given the foregoing, we urge you to: clarify if these partnerships remain in effect, confirm that no
further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Lund University’s ties to Malayer University,
UTH, and the University of Tehran.

43 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

4 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

4 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

At il il

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Professor Kerstin Tham
Vice-Chancellor

Malmé University

205 06 Malmd

Sweden

by email: Kerstin.Tham@mau.se

Re: Malmo University and the IRGC

Dear Professor Tham:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)?>—an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that Malmoé University
maintains an educational memorandum with Chabahar Maritime University (“CMU”) in Iran, as
reported by Iran’s Ministry of Roads and Urban Development and Iranian media.® Given this
evidence and the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board  consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

5 MANA News Network, “cs2) sk 2 Sles sBila b lels s JSwa,” July 25, 2017; Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development, “45S 5 5 Y g sl 5 oIS b 35 ysal 5 8 s des (6105 b o35l 0 5 5ol gl Jls dale yiae plas LS 5
November 29, 2017.
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clarify if this partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately
sever all ties between Malmé University and the CMU.

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including the
CMU - are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and academic
materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this policy is
described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire “sofft,
semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired from
both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international university
partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states that this
research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals
of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially given its status
as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also
the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which
are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian
university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between Malmé University and the CMU supports the IRGC
and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”® In order to support these priorities, the
agreement also states that "guidance and navigation,” "logistics and vehicles," and “infrastructure,”

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 |bid.

9 Ibid.
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are critical research fields.*® According to the Iranian government, these fields each fall under the
educational memorandum between Malmé University and the CMU. !

Additionally, the extensive student exchanges and conference activities facilitated by the
educational memorandum are used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic
agreement.'? The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students”
affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in
responding to defense needs.”*3
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Fig. 1: Educational memorandum involving Malmé University discussed on the Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development website

10 1hid.

1 Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban Development, “_sal 5 J& 5 das 6153526 y0 5 0ol e jla dale pae s il s
A8 5 g e )9S U 55 ” November 29, 2017.

12 1bid.

13 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.
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The IRGC and the CMU

Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, the CMU is extensively affiliated with the IRGC.*
There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic institutions —
including the CMU - are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by
Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each
faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and administration.’® Furthermore, every
Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence
(“MOIS”) 18 tasked with monitoring the activities of students and faculty.!” Through the Herasat
departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who
study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures
relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence
purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher learning into a conduit for
espionage and coercion.®

Due the regime’s control, the CMU is governed by a moral code which prohibits political
dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.*®
This enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij
Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic research, and engage
in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.?® Such repressive actions have
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?* It is
worth noting that president of the CMU and all other senior administrators are members of the PBO,
like every major university in Iran.?2

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in the CMU’s academic culture, not least a key point of recruitment for the IRGC’s naval
forces.?® The University frequently hosts internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers,
public events, and participation in research projects.?* Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the

14 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

15 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

16 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

7 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

18 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

19 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023.

20 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.

22 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.
BTINN, “O0 ol o) s sl o H SIS (5 o Sl a3 51 )0 3 February 24, 2024.

2 Tasnim News Agency, “Commander Stresses Navy's Focus on Development of Iran's Southeastern Coasts,” August
13, 2013; Asiran, “Ulels s b (sling ) 5 Gjlat anl 4 )30 ~US81” February 9, 2022.
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.tinn.ir/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-55/268667-%D8%AC%D8%B0%D8%A8-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%82-%DA%A9%D9%86%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2013/08/13/116692/commander-stresses-navy-s-focus-on-development-of-iran-s-southeastern-coasts
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/826498/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/826498/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1
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University to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of
terrorism across the region.?® Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations,
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. ?°

The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over lranian universities, including the CMU, ?’ to facilitate its malign activities. In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.?

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.*® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including the CMU, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry,
particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”3! In effect, by participating in this partnership,
Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage
in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the
Assad regime. 2

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in

% Islamic Republic News Agency, “ Slelu sed sgi Sgn 5o liva sl 5 Gl G i 23 50 () 5 ” January 4, 2020.

26 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,
February 25, 2019.

27 Akharin Khabar, “_lels 53 5 )2 sBiils ) sl (ol 03 (55 i 02ile 1% 20 31,7 December 21, 2013.

28 The US Institute of Peace, “Iran’s Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US,
UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

29 ISNA, “a€ oaldina) e i) gal cilismge (il K pcud yl Sleldacn ) 4"

30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

82 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://akharinkhabar.ir/politics/427476
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
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similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.3* Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.
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Fig. 2: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. 3 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.*” It is also responsible international terrorist plots in
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.

% For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

3 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

37 Ibid.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.3® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.4° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.** These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.*?

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran
Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens

the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on

3 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

3 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

4L Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.
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https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
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https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
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fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, the CMU'’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic
exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.* This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*®

Therefore, it is improper for Malmé University to have any partnership agreement with the
CMU, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — Malmd University’s relationship with the CMU poses major reputational damage to the
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge
you to: clarify if the university’s educational memorandum with CMU remains in effect, confirm
that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Malmé University’s ties to the CMU.

4 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Aot il il

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Helene Hellmark Knutsson

Vasterbotten Governor, University Chairman
Mid Sweden University

Holmgatan 10

852 30 Sundsvall

Sweden

By e-mail: helene.hellmarkknutsson@mium.se
Cc: kontakt@miun.se

Re: Mid Sweden University and the IRGC

Dear Governor Hellmark Knutsson:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)? — an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We note that Mid Sweden University (“MIUN”) maintains an ongoing partnership with the
University of Guilan, as confirmed by the university’s website.> Given this evidence and the
extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to: clarify if this
partnership remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all
ties between MIUN and Guilan University.

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

> Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”
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https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden

INST
LEAR April 25, 2024

RAN Page 2

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
Guilan University — are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired
from both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between MIUN and Guilan University supports the IRGC and
other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”® The agreement further states that
“economic security,” “food and agriculture,” “energy,” and “environmental science,” are critical in
supporting regime objectives.*® Each of these fields are covered by the partnership between MIUN
and Guilan University.!! Since forming its partnership with MIUN, Guilan University has

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 1bid.

® 1bid.

10 Ibid.

11 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-sanctions-series-uk-sccr/
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://international.guilan.ac.ir/scientific-cooperation-between-iran-sweden
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continuously sought to produce further research in these fields, among others.*? Additionally,
student exchanges or joint conferences facilitated by the partnership are used to further these aims,
in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all
“professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities
and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”
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Fig. 1: Partnership with MIUN listed on the Guilan University website
The IRGC and Guilan University

Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Guilan University is extensively affiliated with the
IRGC.2 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic
institutions — including Guilan University — are under the regime’s direct control, with university
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and

Guilan University, “xi s el G (sls cullad ) Culen (3 gaia o La sliils 51 o8 o818 <l 20 31,7 October 27, 2017; Mid
Sweden University, “Publications,” September 8, 2017.

13 For full IRGC designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-
corps



https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%8A-?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%85?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2588%25D8%25A6%25D8%25AF
https://miun.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A1139556&dswid=-4783
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
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administration.'* Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“*MOIS”) ° — tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.’

Due to direct regime control, Guilan University is governed by a moral code which prohibits
political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university
community.'® This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO”) and
Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.'® The
President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi is a member of the PBO and a former member of the
SB0.?° Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership,?
Najafi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate the
Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.?? The repressive actions supported by Najafi have
prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?

4 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

" The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

18 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Washington Post,
“How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022; The United States
Institute of Peace, “Iran's University Protests,” January 5, 2023.

19 The Times, “Iran’s forces storm cities at the heart of hijab rebellion,” November 21, 2022; The Atlantic Council,
“Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

20 Guilan University, “x )2 5 8 Sia 5 ale dgn Jol Caa o sl (DS 81 w5 ” November 21, 2023.

28 Jranian Student News Network, 2 Jilad o jed o8iils ) (el &0 ) jlanly sl (S oile 53

22 The Washington Post, “How Iran’s universities have become the center of a national uprising,” November 4, 2022
2 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human

rights violations,” May 22, 2023.



https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/irans-forces-flood-cities-at-the-heart-of-hijab-rebellion-m3bnsms5w
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/04/iran-protests-students-hijab-amini/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Fig. 3: President of Guilan University, Farid Najafi, pictured with uniformed IRGC officer

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in the Guilan University’s academic culture. Guilan University frequently hosts
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and
participation in research projects.?* Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the university to
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism
across the region.?® Guilan University also has a long record of encouraging its student body to
support IRGC initiatives.?® Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the
IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations,
and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. %’

24 Guilan University, “ cedis) cM5) o) jlavls sl ) Culan o ¢SS o881 lal8iiils aeas” April 15, 2019; Guilan
University, “ siaie (S (s sl (s g Gl b GOS slSils (S i g )l5aa 4sli 215 ” December 19, 2023;
Guilan University, “i))s ) 8 (Sa )i 5 cale 4gn Jgl cia o asilal: (38 08531 Lt ) ” November 21, 2023.

25 Guilan University, “Slale s ju aed 56 55 Cua Sae ) oSl Lallisls aes” January 2, 2020.

26 Guilan University, *“JUS Ly 5)elagill s (b )d slenanadd (sledi) sl S ja ) (S sliils ()l sauils 1 (51K May 29,
2010; Mehr News, “ s ol s 52)) 40 S (5 523502 08+ 4l e, March 4, 2024.

27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme L eader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.
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https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85-2?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AF-3?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25DB%258C%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25DB%258C%26delta%3D20
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/6045717/%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85-%DB%B5%DB%B5%DB%B0-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over Iranian universities, including Guilan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile
and dronggprograms, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.*® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including Guilan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”3! In effect, by participating in this
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.*?

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.®* Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

29 ISNA, “aiS oaldind e i 5 gal cilimge (i3l K pcud yla Sleliacn )"

30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. 3 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.*” It is also responsible international terrorist plots in

Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.3® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions

35 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

3 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

37 Ibid.

38 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.4° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.** These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.?

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected

3 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

4L Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.



https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, the Guilan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of
any academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.** This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*®

Therefore, it is improper for MIUN to have any partnership agreement with Guilan
University, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — MIUN’s relationship with Guilan University poses major reputational damage to the
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge
you to clarify if the university’s partnership with Guilan University remains in effect, confirm that
no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever MIUN’s ties to Guilan University

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

4 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Professor Maria Knutson Wedel
Vice-Chancellor

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Box 7070

SE-750 07 Uppsala

Sweden

By e-mail: rektor@slu.se

Cc: press@slu.se

Re: SLU and the IRGC

Dear Professor Wedel:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)? — an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We note that SLU maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with Ilam
University, as confirmed by the university’s website.®> Given this evidence and the extremely
concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of
understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all
ties between SLU and Ilam University.

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

5 llam University, o8l g 2 g (5 ) IS asle 03 (pn ale dlia ) 50 (5 15 an 4ali aald leasl”
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
llam University — are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired
from both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between SLU and llam University supports the IRGC and other
armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s “main
science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”® The agreement further states that "energy,"
"food and agriculture," and “environmental science,” are critical in supporting regime objectives.*®
According to the memorandum of understanding, these fields each fall under its existing agreement
with llam University.*! Additionally, any student exchanges, conferences, or symposia facilitated
by the memorandum of understanding are used facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic
agreement. The strategic agreement explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students”

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 1bid.

® 1bid.

10 Ibid.

1 Jlam University, *“s8iila s 3 su (5 5 ) LS o le 2385008 (pn cale dina ) )2 (5 1Sen 4l paLE Alaaif”
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affiliated with Iranian universities are used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in
responding to defense needs.”
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Fig. 1: Partnership with SLU listed on llam University College of Agriculture and Natural Resources website
The IRGC and llam University

Beyond the SCCR strategic agreement, Ilam University is extensively affiliated with the
IRGC.'? There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic
institutions — including Ilam University —are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads
appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and
administration.*® Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) * tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.®

12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

14 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.



https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
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Due to its direct control, llam University is governed by a regime-approved moral code
which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the
university community.'” This moral code enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization
(“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate
academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.'®
The president of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, is a member of the PBO and a former member
of the SBO.*° Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC leadership,
Mohammadi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female students who violate
the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.?’ The repressive actions supported by Mohammadi
have prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross human rights violations.?

The paramilitary organization is also deeply engrained in llam University’s academic
culture. The University frequently hosts internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers,
public events, recruitment initiatives, and participation in research projects.??> Notably, IRGC
officials have gathered at the University to commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was
known for facilitating acts of terrorism across the region.?® The university president has also stated
that he “wishes honor and glory” for the IRGC and its terrorist proxies in the “Axis of Resistance.”?*
Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given
its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, and its record of committing
acts of terror around the world. »

17 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023.

18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

19 1lam University, “a2l o8y 53 230 i) 2l g le dlw 3aa olaiala L)

20 Jurist, “University of Tehran institutes disciplinary procedures for students refusing to wear hijab,” January 20,
2023.

21 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.

22 |lam University, “zs 4iis cuilawl S5 [lam University, “sabail sl savlas 5 2000 o8ils () ofusilas Cads 5 S 5
Dbl M) Gl sy sl o a3 [lam University, “adl o8l s )1 Cue glia o8l 3 a3l 4l sl oaile i yai”

28 lam University, “a3k) sl8iily s e S (glagd Ol K ) i) pane slagd 5 otk anld rls dagans 3igd GBI 50 sl ya 501 K 7
24 lam University, “adt) o1 Ol ol sb gunli 5 s Cunlin 4 230 o850 Gt ) (3enn e J83 S i oly”

25 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,
February 25, 2019.
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Fig. 2: President of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, with uniformed IRGC personnel

The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over Iranian universities, including llam University, to facilitate its malign activities. In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.?®

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?” It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.?® As a result of this

26 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

27 ISNA, “aiS saliiul e ) sal Cilsnpe Jila K 5 byl Slelia eyl )7

28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.
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https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
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partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including Ilam University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”?® In effect, by participating in this
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.*°

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.3! Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.®? Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.
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Fig.3: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

2 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

30 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

31 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

82 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. 3 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.3* The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.® It is also responsible international terrorist plots in
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.*® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%’

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.3 In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.*® These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.*

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini

33 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

34 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

3 Ibid.

% Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

37 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

38 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

39 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

40 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.
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https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
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by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. **As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth," crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, llam University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any
academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.*? This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*

41 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.

42 Universitetslararen, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

43 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

4 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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Therefore, it is improper for SLU to have any partnership agreement with llam University,
an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic organisation
that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of indoctrination.
Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any partnership with an
Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime, posing
a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — SLU’s relationship with Ilam University poses major reputational damage to the university,
as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge you to
clarify if this memorandum of understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations
exist, and immediately sever all of SLU’s ties to Ilam University.

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

WM A e

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Professor Mats Tinnsten
Vice-Chancellor

University of Boras

S-501 90 Boras

Sweden

By e-mail: mats.tinnsten@hb.se

Re:  The University of Boras and the IRGC

Dear Professor Tinnsten:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)? — an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

In furtherance to our letter dated September 14, 2023, we note that the University of Boras
has signed a memorandum of understanding with Babol Noshirvani University of Technology
(“BNUT™), according to BNUT’s website.> According to the language of the memorandum, the
University of Boras and BNUT are engaged in efforts to engage in joint research projects and
facilitate faculty and student exchange. Given this evidence and the extremely concerning
implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of understanding

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

> BNUT Website, “Memorandum of Understanding,” June 27, 2018.
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https://sccr.ir/pro/3191/%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
https://int.nit.ac.ir/file/download/page/1636189765-mouboras.pdf
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remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between
University of Boras and BNUT.

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
BNUT - are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and academic
materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this policy is
described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire “sofft,
semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired from
both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international university
partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states that this
research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific defense goals
of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially given its status
as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also
the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which
are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian
university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, collaboration between the University of Boras and BNUT supports the IRGC and
other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”® The agreement further states that "energy"
and “chemistry” are critical in supporting regime objectives.'® The memorandum of understanding
between the University of Boras and BNUT lists “process engineering” and “chemical engineering”
as the focus of the university partnership. Research on these subjects clearly benefits the IRGC,
given their dual-use nature.

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 1bid.

° Ibid.

10 Ibid.
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Additionally, any student exchanges facilitated the memorandum of understanding are used
facilitate the IRGC’s aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”*!
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Fig. 1: Signed memorandum of understanding between University of Bords and BNUT
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The IRGC and BNUT

In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, BNUT is extensively affiliated with the
IRGC.*? There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic
institutions — including BNUT — are under the regime’s direct control, with university heads
appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and
administration.*® Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) * tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.®

Due to its direct control, BNUT is governed by a regime-approved moral code which
prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, enforces bans against certain students, and
authorizes IRGC surveillance of the university community.” This enables the IRGC and its Student
Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university
campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting
students and faculty.'® The President of BNUT, Bahram Azizollah Ganiji, is a militant member of
the PBO and a former member of the SBO.*® This links Ganji to the gross human rights violations
that prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO.%

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in BNUT’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts IRGC commanders and
other regime public events, ceremonies, and participation in research projects.? BNUT also has a
long record of conducting research on behalf of the IRGC’s drone, missile, and other weapons

12 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
13 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

14 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

15 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

16 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.

7 IRIB News Agency, "l () s sl 5 Jiniea o851 o WaslSiiils cadlul (Sis 5 5 ale 4ga laas 57 Iran Wire, “Protests
Unabated At Iranian Universities Despite Crackdown,” November 8, 2022; United States Institute of Peace, “Iran's
University Protests,” January 5, 2023.

18 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.
19 IRIB News Agency, Al g g Jiea REAE BY Laol&iiila ¢l ;.ubﬁ PR RIS wal.«u)i”

2 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.

21 \Voice of America Farsi, “cu8 ¢ sl 4 (s jlase (sl ) IS () 5 eplalainiadila b Jindian 51 JISS 3 0y, April 12,
2023; Basij News, “Jib il s o 53 o85i1a 513 S ol saile yd 35 5 e July 12, 2023.
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programs, including those related to electronics — the same field covered by is memorandum of
understanding with the University of Boréds.?? Any partnership with a university maintaining such
strong ties to the IRGC is unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human
rights violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. ?

Fig. 2: President of BNUT Bahram Azizollah Ganiji pictured with the head of the IRGC’s Karbala Division
The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over lranian universities, including the BNUT, to facilitate its malign activities.?* In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.?

22 Center for Intelligence Research and Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023.

23 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.

24 Center for Intelligence Research and Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023.

25 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran's
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.?” As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including BNUT, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense industry,
particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”?® In effect, by participating in this partnership,
Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its proxies to engage
in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies like Russia and the
Assad regime.?®

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.3! Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

26 ISNA, “a€ oaldind e i 5 gal cilimge (i3l K pcud yla Sleliacn ) 6"

27 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

28 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

2 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

%0 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

81 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.
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https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
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https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry

Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN
terrorism sanctions. 32 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to
radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.®* It is also responsible international terrorist plots in

Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.*® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions

32 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

33 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

34 Ibid.

3 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.



https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
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serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.37 In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.%® These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.*°

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “°As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected

% Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

37 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

38 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

3 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

40 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.
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https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
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to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, BNUT’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic
exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.*! This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*? Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*?

Therefore, it is improper for the University of Boras to have any partnership agreement with
BNUT, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC - a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — the University of Boras’s relationship with BNUT poses major reputational damage to the
university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the foregoing, we urge
you to clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding with BNUT remains in effect,
confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all ties between the University of
Boras and BNUT.

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

41 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

42 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

43 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Professor Anders Hagfeldt
Vice-chancellor

Uppsala University

Box 256

751 05 Uppsala

Sweden

By e-mail: rektor@uu.se

Re: Uppsala University and the IRGC

Dear Professor Hagfeldt:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)? — an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We note that Uppsala University maintains an ongoing memorandum of understanding with
Golestan University, according to university’s website.> Given this evidence and the extremely
concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to clarify if this memorandum of
understanding remains in effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all
ties between Uppsala University and Golestan University.

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

® Golestan University, “ Al o sla aslioales”
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Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”®

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
Golestan University — are required to transfer the intellectual property and rights of all research and
academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime. In the agreement, this
policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research capacities” to acquire
“soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”” These are to be acquired
from both “national” and “international” university departments — transforming international
university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.” The agreement further states
that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path of achieving the scientific
defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used against Sweden, especially
given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated by not only the Ministry of
Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the Office of the Supreme
Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.® As a result, any and all collaboration
with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between Uppsala University and Golestan University supports
the IRGC and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states
the regime’s “main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include:
“Automated and unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial
intelligence, advanced warfare software and military science and technology.”® The agreement
further states that "geology," "physical sciences,” and “environmental science,” are critical in
supporting regime objectives.'® According to the text of the memorandum of understanding, these
fields fall under the partnership between Uppsala University and Golestan University.!!
Additionally, the memorandum of understanding calls for the exchange of students and staff, and

& The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

" Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

8 1bid.

® 1bid.

10 1bid.

11 Golestan University, “Memorandum of Understanding Between Uppsala University and Golestan University,”
August 22, 2016; Golestan University, “ Al s sl 4clioala”
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for joint conferences and symposia to be held.'? This is concerning, as the strategic agreement
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.” The language of
the strategic agreement reveals IRGC will access and benefit from any and all research produced in
conjunction with an Iranian university.
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Fig. 1: Signatories of the memorandum of understanding with Uppsala University included on Golestan University
website

12 Ibid.
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Fig. 2: Uppsala University listed as a partner on Golestan University’s website
The IRGC and Golestan University

In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, Golestan University is extensively affiliated
with the IRGC.*2 There are no “independent” or fully “private” universities in Iran, as all academic
institutions — including Golestan University — are under the regime’s direct control, with university
heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also maintains an official SCCR-selected
representative within each faculty, implementing regime directives on teaching and
administration.'* Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat department — an arm of the
sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) *° tasked with monitoring the activities of students
and faculty.® Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces stringent reporting processes
for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or conduct research abroad. The
MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a means of infiltrating western
scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform institutions of higher
learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.’

Due to its direct control, Golestan University is governed by a regime-approved moral code
which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes IRGC surveillance of the

13 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
4 Iran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

15 U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

16 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

17 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.



https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
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university community.*® This also enables the IRGC and its Student Basij Organization (“SBO™)
and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university campuses, regulate academic
research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting students and faculty.'® The
president of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, is a member of the PBO and a former
member of the SBO.?° Ideologically aligned with these militias and closely affiliated with IRGC
leadership,?! Khajeshahkoohi has supported the imprisonment, torture, and execution of female
students who violate the Iranian regime’s own strict morality laws.??> The repressive actions
supported by Khajeshahkoohi have prompted the EU to impose sanctions against the SBO for gross
human rights violations.?

Fig. 3: President of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, with uniformed IRGC officer

18 The Guardian, “Protesters defy crackdown at universities across Iran,” October 25, 2022; Radio Farda, “Iranian
Student Groups Issue Warnings As Policing Of Dress Code Rises,” June 19, 2023.

19 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

20 Golestan University, “c: saic (Uil sBiils Cas y pu () sic 43 o Sali4al g bia ple 583 65 )8 g lidadcagle pysaSa by
A5 January 23, 2022.

21 |ranian Student News Network, © i Jilad o))y oSy 5o aDh) ) ol ylauly sl JS saila 43

22 Golestan University, “0S S a3 e ol 5 o 55 531 5 Canlie 4g GUK 6805518 it ) S5 5 s ” November 26, 2022,

23 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/25/protesters-defy-crackdown-at-universities-across-iran
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-tehran-art-universtiy-dress-code-protests-student-solidarity/32466102.html
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://snn.ir/fa/news/1099732/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://gu.ac.ir/Context/24222
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
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Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in Golestan University’s academic culture. The University frequently hosts
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and
participation in research projects.?* Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at the University to
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism
across the region.?® Additionally, members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can freely enroll
as students at Golestan University, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions
process.?® Any partnership with a university maintaining such strong ties to the IRGC is
unacceptable, given its extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights violations, and its
record of committing acts of terror around the world. #’

The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over Iranian universities, including Golestan University, to facilitate its malign activities. In
particular, the IRGC has used Iranian universities to support the regime’s nuclear, ballistic missile
and drone programs, which has been aided by the international partnerships these universities
maintain.?

Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, a government body
involved in managing higher education, has maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of
Defense.?® It must be noted that entities within Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive
logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive U.S. and EU sanctions.*® As a result of this
partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022
that at least 80 universities, including Golestan University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”3! In effect, by participating in this
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.

24 Golestan University, “c e 43 ¢ 53 Jliul o s adlas slagdi o yhla 5 ol cudlaal £ December 3, 2017; Golestan University,
“ad O peaie U oI Can g pu Ol s 4y (o SALE An) & L ple Jia 65 gl 5 clidat cale 5 28 L January 23, 2022,

25 Golestan University, “5 ) 8 s (et auld zla Leds lo ju caaled 3 S Gae g caiilnal 8 sl 1. January 4, 2023.

2 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iragi Militias,” July 14, 2023.

27 Washington Institute, “The Supreme Leader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.

28 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; The US Institute of Peace, “Iran’s
Ballistic Missile Program,” January 13, 2021; The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on
drone research with Iranian university close to regime,” February 14, 2024.

29 ISNA, “a€ oaldinad e i) gal cilismpe (il K pcud yl Sleldacn ) 4"

30 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

31 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

32 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/irans-ballistic-missile-program
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.isna.ir/news/1402040502966/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%AF
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
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There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.®® Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.3* Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

Dok gl Simd  elasl  @oladl  egigléd  Jlallgy  pdjn  gubw  lolanie

13 (i el ol plas /885 w)ljg b olSiisls A1 5 5om
Ty el o

olfzils Ll | giial | ol | ol bl | gpaobaas L3 | 1NHF - 1HAE g0 088

=T EYOO®Bw

Mo Foegloz jl £6s yjg g als culled F185 )ljs b pulitue job a4y jais 6B A jpsiand )8

Fig.4: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity
The IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to EU, UK, and UN

terrorism sanctions. 3 It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization — and is not a
conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination designed to

33 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.
34 The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use of terrorism,
militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.®® The IRGC is responsible for
facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, Shia
extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.®” It is also responsible international terrorist plots in
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, and the U.S., among
numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder
Jews in Germany.*® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.%

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.%° In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.** These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization.*?

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. “*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

3% Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

37 Ibid.

3 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

3 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

40 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

4L Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

42 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

43 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.
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https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
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Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate for a Swedish university to maintain
any affiliation with any Iranian entity with such close ties to the IRGC. Even a partnership agreement
alone legitimizes the paramilitary organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threatens
the safety of academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a callous
policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in academia, on
fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This policy, which
is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the IRGC and the
MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, Golestan University’s extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any
academic exchange with, or travel to, the university.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.** This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.*® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.*® One of the individuals
arrested for espionage and accused of acting on behalf of Russia previously collaborated with
Uppsala University, contributing to ongoing research.*’

Therefore, it is improper for Uppsala University to have any partnership agreement with
Golestan University, an entity that is affiliated with the IRGC - a violent, Islamist extremist and

4 Universitetslararen, “Séapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges laroséten,” May 12, 2022.

45 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

46 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.

47 Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.
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https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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anti-Semitic organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official
programme of indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s
investigation, any partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed
elements of the Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Beyond potential legal ramifications — including sanctions violations and facilitating acts of
terror — Uppsala University’s relationship with Golestan University poses major reputational
damage to the university, as an otherwise prestigious Swedish academic institution. Given the
foregoing, we urge you to clarify if the university’s memorandum of understanding remains in
effect, confirm that no further affiliations exist, and immediately sever all of Uppsala University’s
ties to Golestan University.

We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Sy

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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April 25, 2024

Minister for Education Mats Persson

Swedish Ministry for Education and Research

Herkulesgatan 17

SE 103 33

Stockholm

Sweden

Via email: utbildningsdepartementet.registrator@gov.se; agnes.eklund@regeringskansliet.se

Re: Swedish Universities and the IRGC

Dear Minister Persson:

Per a recent investigation, United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”)! has obtained a copy of a
strategic agreement, heretofore unknown to Swedish authorities, between all Iranian universities
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”)?>—an entity subject to United States, United
Kingdom, and European Union sanctions.® This strategic agreement, entitled “The Comprehensive
Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
reveals for the first time that the IRGC will have full access to all collaborative work product
between Iranian universities and their international academic partners. Therefore, this document
confirms that any collaboration with an Iranian university will support the IRGC and other armed
regime elements to further the Islamic Republic’s military program and the IRGC’s nefarious hard
and soft power capabilities.*

We note that at least nine Swedish universities maintain partnerships with Iranian
universities. These include partnerships between Lund University and Malayer University,
University of Torbat Heydarieh (“UTH?”), and the University of Tehran;> The Swedish University
of Agricultural Sciences (“SLU”) and Ilam University;® Mid Sweden University (“MIUN”) and

L UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until
Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Advisory
Board  consists of  distinguished leaders in  government, academia and  business.  See
www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.

2 The IRGC was designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in the United States as of April 2019:
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/

3 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

4 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.

5 Malayer University, “cs oSiils b s ) 40l S ida s 55 52 ” February 8, 2017; University of Torbat Heydarieh, “The
University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography”

8 llam University, o8l g 2 g (5 ) IS a sle 03 (pn ale dlia ) 50 (5 15 an 4ali aald leasl”
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Guilan University;” Uppsala University and Golestan University;® Malmé University and Chabahar
Maritime University (“CMU”);® University of Bords and Babol Noshirvani University of
Technology (“BNUT”);* Linnaeus University and the University of Tehran;* and Luled University
of Technology (“LUT”) and Guilan University.*

Given this evidence of extensive collaboration between Swedish and Iranian universities,
and the extremely concerning implications of the strategic agreement, we urge you to open
immediate inquiry into the status of these partnerships.

Strategic Agreement Between Iranian Universities and IRGC

“The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and Security Field of
the Islamic Republic of Iran” was implemented in February 2021 by the Iranian regime’s highest
educational and cultural authority, the Khamenei-led “Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution”
(“SCCR”) with the recommendation of the Ministry of Defense. The EU and UK imposed sanctions
designations on the SCCR for gross human rights violations in March and July of 2023, respectively
— citing it as “responsible for” and “engag[ed] in” ongoing “violations of the right to liberty and
security and the right to freedom of expression through determining and enforcing mandatory dress
codes for women, including the use of unreasonable force against individuals they deem to be non-
compliant.”

Since the implementation of the strategic agreement, all Iranian universities — including
those partnering with Swedish universities — are required to transfer the intellectual property and
rights of all research and academic materials to the IRGC and other armed elements of the regime.
In the agreement, this policy is described as “maximum use of all national academic [and] research
capacities” to acquire “soft, semi-soft and hard defense and security sciences and technologies.”**
These are to be acquired from both *“national” and “international” university departments —
transforming international university partnerships into a means “for achieving regime objectives.”
The agreement further states that this research will be used for “hostility with enemies in the path
of achieving the scientific defense goals of the Islamic Revolution,” meaning that it may be used
against Sweden, especially given its status as a NATO member-state. These efforts are facilitated
by not only the Ministry of Defense, but also the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and

7 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”

8 Golestan University, “ Il o sla 4sliealés”

9 MANA News Network, “ca) s 2 Jles sBila b ledls s Swa ” July 25, 2017; Iran Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development, “4.S 55 5 X s sla ) 938 (s p) Hsal 58 5 den o)) b ) 8 0 5yl e s dale jpae Hlan Gl 5™
November 29, 2017.

10 BNUT Website, “Memorandum of Understanding,” June 27, 2018.

11 University of Tehran College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, “oSasaiils b 2 s (s il sl 4als aalis slias)
May 15, 2022.

12 Guilan University, “Scientific cooperation between Iran and Sweden”

13 The Atlantic Council, “Iran targeted human rights sanctions series: UK designates the SCCR,” July 26, 2023.

14 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.
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the Office of the Supreme Leader, all of which are signatories on the strategic agreement.’® As a
result, any and all collaboration with an Iranian university facilitates the malign activities of the
Islamic Republic.

Therefore, any collaboration between Swedish and Iranian universities supports the IRGC
and other armed elements of the Iranian regime. The SCCR agreement explicitly states the regime’s
“main science and technology priorities for defense and security,” which include: “Automated and
unmanned equipment (drones), aerospace propulsion systems, artificial intelligence, advanced
warfare software and military science and technology.”'® The agreement further states that fields
including “geology,” "computer processing,” “agriculture,” “environmental science,” “energy,”
“chemical engineering,” are critical in supporting regime objectives.” According to partnership
agreements and memoranda of understanding, each of these fields are emphasized in collaboration
between Swedish and Iranian universities. All of the university partnerships identified by UANI are
in focused on one of the critical fields identified by the strategic agreement.®

"o L2 13 77

Additionally, any student exchanges organized as part of these partnership agreements will
be used to facilitate these aims, in accordance with the strategic agreement. The strategic agreement
explicitly states that all “professors, researchers, students” affiliated with Iranian universities are
used to “build capabilities and create capabilities in responding to defense needs.”*® This is
concerning, as many of the partnership agreements identify the exchange of students and faculty as
priorities for the participating universities. Should these agreements remain in place, any future
exchanges, symposia, or conferences will be exploited by the IRGC and other armed elements of
the Iranian regime for malign purposes.

15 Ibid.

16 1bid.

17 1bid.

18 See for example: Malayer University, st sBiils b)) 4plat) S jisia o 55 5" February 8, 2017; University of Torbat
Heydarieh, “The University At A Glance,” January 1, 2020; The University of Tehran, “Faculty of Geography;” Lund
University, “Features of the international MSC educational programme in environmental management and
modelling,” December 31, 2018; Golestan University, “Memorandum of Understanding Between Uppsala University
and Golestan University,” August 22, 2016; Golestan University, “ el (s sl 4slaalis:” Guilan University, “s5uis)s

A8 g S L e sl o S 5 8 5 Saalas Lo s SIS J e o3US " June 14, 2017; Guilan University, “cls w050

2 g L) sl Cullad ) il (353 5 s oI ) U8 oSl October 27, 2017.

19 Supreme Council for Cultural Revolution, “The Comprehensive Act on Science and Technology in the Defense and
Security Field of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” February 2021.
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TORBAT HEYDARIEH

International MOUs and the contracts

Professors and Students Exchange Program (International Credit Mobility)

The third program is about the exchange of professors and students between Torbat Heydarieh University and the University of Lithuania, In this program, one student is sent to the
Vilnius University fer a three-month study opportunity as well as one professor to instruct and one professor will be dispatched from Vilnius University to Torbat Heydarieh University to
instruct and utilize information resources for one week. The professor will be sent to Torbat Heydarieh University for a week of training. The projected budget for professors and students

of Torbat University is around £ 8000 and will be paid in cash to the participants,

Cooperation Agreement of Terbat Heydarieh University with Foreign Universities:
+ Cooperation Contract with the Lund University of Sweden for the implementation of the GeoNetC program
+ Cooperation Contract with the Leipzig University of Germany for the implementation of the OPATEL program

+ Cooperation Contract with Salahuddin University of Irag

Fig. 2: Partnership with Lund University listed on the UTH website
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Faculty of Geography

Research Admission People
About:

Geography has been taught at the University of Tehran since establishment of University in 1934. Initially, it was a part of the Geography-History center at the Faculty of Literature and
Humanities. With the expansion of geographic science, the Faculty of Geegraphy became an independent faculty in 2002. Gurrently, it is the largest educational and scientific center in
geographical studies in the country.

CGurrently, this faculty is offering a diverse range of subjects and majors (from BA to PhD levels) under the four major departments including:

» Remote Sensing and GIS
+ Human Geography

« Physical Geography

« Political Geography

Each Department Is equipped with the associated staff, laboratories and work stations. An overall 56 dedicated academic members are teaching and supervising students under each
subject covering various scientific topics.

Based on academic ranking of Institutes & Universities, Faculty of Geography enjoys a very good academic position internationally. This Faculty has earned the 150-200 world ranking in
QS on 2018 (Best ranked among all of the Geography Faculties in the Middle East) and has More than 50 International students (PhD and MSc). This Faculty has been signed several
MOU’s with regional and international partners and also has planned to convene international courses, implementing joint regional and international projects, establishing joint Centers of
excellence with international partners, exchanging staff and students with international universities. However, this faculty is running a dual master degree in English (RS/GIS) convened
jointly by Lund University and the University of Tehran.

Fig. 3: Lund University partnership mentioned on the University of Tehran website
The IRGC Presence Within Iranian Universities

In addition to the SCCR strategic agreement, each of the Iranian universities identified
maintain extensive affiliations with the IRGC. To be sure, there are no “independent” or fully
“private” universities in Iran, as all academic institutions — including these universities — are under
the regime’s direct control, with university heads appointed by Khamenei’s SCCR. Khamenei also
maintains an official SCCR-selected representative within each faculty, implementing regime
directives on teaching and administration.?’ Furthermore, every Iranian university has a Herasat
department — an arm of the sanctioned Ministry of Intelligence (“MOIS”) 2! tasked with monitoring
the activities of students and faculty.??> Through the Herasat departments, the MOIS enforces
stringent reporting processes for Iranian students and faculty who study, attend conferences, or
conduct research abroad. The MOIS also actively nurtures relationships with western scholars as a
means of infiltrating western scholars for intelligence purposes. These policies effectively transform
institutions of higher learning into a conduit for espionage and coercion.?

Due to the regime’s direct control, these Iranian universities are governed by a regime-
approved moral code which prohibits political dissent, imposes mandatory hijab, and authorizes

20 |ran Wire, “Decoding Iran’s Politics: All the Supreme Leader’s Institutions,” August 31, 2018; Washington
Institute, “Iran’s Third Cultural Revolution,” February 28, 2022.

2L U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Minister for Malign
Cyber Activities,” September 9, 2022.

22 The Washington Institute, “Iran's Coercive Apparatus: Capacity and Desire,” January 5, 2018.

23 The Jewish Chronicle, “This is clear evidence of how far Iran is going to infiltrate the UK,” August 17, 2023.



https://iranwire.com/en/special-features/65511/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-third-cultural-revolution
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0941
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/irans-coercive-apparatus-capacity-and-desire
https://www.thejc.com/lets-talk/this-is-clear-evidence-of-how-far-iran-is-going-to-infiltrate-the-uk-d5fcbztl
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IRGC surveillance of the university community.* This moral code enables the IRGC and its Student
Basij Organization (“SBO”) and Professors Basij Organization (“PBO”) militias to raid university
campuses, regulate academic research, and engage in acts of brutal violence against dissenting
students and faculty.? Across Iran, the SBO has developed a gruesome record, frequently killed
students during protests over the last two decades and encouraging acts of terror.?® Due to these
repressive acts, the EU has imposed sanctions against the entirety of the SBO for gross human rights
violations.?” Furthermore, it is important to note that the presidents of all Iranian universities
required to be members of the PBO.% As such, the presidents of Shiraz University,?° the University
of Tehran,*® Golestan University,® Guilan University,3 Malayer University,3 and others have
actively participated in PBO initiatives, signed agreements facilitating an IRGC presence, or
otherwise supported PBO and SBO activities.3*

Beyond falling under the IRGC’s jurisdiction, the paramilitary organization is deeply
engrained in Iranian academic culture. All of the universities listed in this letter frequently host
internationally-sanctioned IRGC leadership for prayers, public events, recruitment initiatives, and
participation in research projects.® Notably, IRGC officials have gathered at these universities to
commemorate the death of Qassem Soleimani, who was known for facilitating acts of terrorism
across the region.®® Members of the IRGC’s terrorist proxies region can also freely enroll as students
at Iranian universities, even as Iranians themselves face obstacles in the admissions process.®’
Therefore, any partnerships with universities which maintain such strong ties to the IRGC are

24 The United States Institute of Peace, “Iran’s University Protests,” January 5, 2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man
at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16, 2023; Iran International, “Tehran
University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024.

% The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

% New Lines, “A Shadowy Paramilitary Group Leads the Bloody Crackdown on Iran’s College Campuses,” April 20,
2023; Iran Wire, “Young Iranian Man at Risk of Execution in Case Marred With Contradictions,” November 16,
2023.

27 Council of the EU, “Iran: five individuals and two entities targeted by EU’s eighth package of sanctions for human
rights violations,” May 22, 2023.

28 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

28 |slamic Republic News Agency, “2s sk s ) s slBiils asbiaalii ) sne o) sa g80a3 5l cules ” September 15, 2019

%0 Iran International, “Tehran University Deploys More Hijab Enforcers,” February 19, 2024.

31 Golestan University, “c: saie (Uil sBiils Cas i pu ) sic 43 (o Sali 4al s Lia ple 53 65 )8 g lidad cagle pysaSa by
24" January 23, 2022.

32 Guilan University, “xls ) 8 (Saa 8 5 oale dgn Jgl cia o adlal: (IS sy o, November 21, 2023.

38 Malayer University, “x2 8 138 5 ke olSiils 2l g J siuse 48 jlas 5 oo S5 anl 10"

3 The Atlantic Council, “Meet the secret IRGC entity purging university professors in Iran,” November 22, 2023.

3 See for example: Tasnim News Agency, “Funeral of IRGC Forces to Be Held in Tehran on Int’l Quds Day,” April
3, 2024; University of Tehran, “slus (slail s (5 5 55 (b aaile s Cign Sl alie (ali a3 )7 University of Tehran,
“ o da Al (ol o sud (ol (Y oy o (ns ) syl ) 5 8l ) (S5 0 Mghad ) sma 4y Gl Ll ) University of
Torbat heydarieh,” (e 55, 5 ) e (ihas 1S ngd (s Sl Caaled 59 Hlls S 55 Cgan 4 )3 Cu i ol yise 02ile § ) guas
Sl ) asilul o ” March 24, 2021; Malayer University, “ ot slSiisls 5o o) 8L Gl Jise 5 iae ) S jla sladali 0 53
25 ) K 5, April 8, 2024,

3 Tabnak, “ lele sean 2e8 0 S (s aul 5o 5121” January 1, 2021; Malayer University, “cled 3 S0l (i s and 30
2 )8 el ald #ls wed o e ” January 2, 2023.

37 Iran International, “Tehran University Students Oppose Admission Of Iragi Militias,” July 14, 2023.



https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/10/explainer-irans-university-protests
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://newlinesmag.com/argument/a-shadowy-paramilitary-group-leads-the-bloody-crackdown-on-irans-college-campuses/
https://iranwire.com/en/prisoners/122578-young-iranian-man-at-risk-of-execution-in-case-marred-with-contradictions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/iran-five-individuals-and-two-entities-targeted-by-eu-s-eighth-package-of-sanctions-for-human-rights-violations/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Iran%3A%20five%20individuals%20and%20two%20entities%20targeted%20by%20EU%25u2019s%20eighth%20package%20of%20sanctions%20for%20human%20rights%20violations
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://www.irna.ir/news/83476605/%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%A8%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://gu.ac.ir/leadership/ContextPage?id=23204
https://guilan.ac.ir/fa/w/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1?p_l_back_url=%2Ffa%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%25D8%25B3%25D9%25BE%25D8%25A7%25D9%2587
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/irgc-entity-professors-basij-organization-iran/
https://ece.ut.ac.ir/-/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%87
https://japr.ut.ac.ir/article_61425.html
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/2425-G3/type-dorsasearch
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/116202/246735/%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF1
https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/1025123/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%BE%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307146999
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unacceptable, given the organization’s extremist ideology, involvement in gross human rights
violations, and its record of committing acts of terror around the world. %

Fig. 4: President of the University of Tehran, Seyed Mohammad Moghimi, at a ceremony with IRGC head Hossein
Salami

Fig. 5: President of the Shiraz University, Hamid Nagdaran, with IRGC Brigadier General Seyed Hashem Ghiathi

38 Washington Institute, “The Supreme L eader and the Guard: Civil-Military Relations and Regime Survival in Iran,”
February 25, 2019.



https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/supreme-leader-and-guard-civil-military-relations-and-regime-survival-iran
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Fig. 6: President of Malayer University, Ebrahim Mohammadi-Manesh, at PBO meeting with uniformed IRGC officer

Fig. 7: President of UTH, Mohammad Hassan Fathi, meeting with uniformed IRGC officer
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Fig. 9: President of Ilam University, Ali Mohammadi, with uniformed IRGC personnel
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Fig. 10: President of Golestan University, Alireza Khajeshahkoohi, with uniformed IRGC officer

L

Fig. 11: President of BNUT Bahram Azizollah Ganiji pictured with uniformed IRGC personnel
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The IRGC’s Exploitation of Iran’s Academic Sector

The SCCR strategic agreement and other partnerships have allowed the IRGC to exploit its
control over Iranian universities to facilitate its malign activities.® Since 2014, Iran’s Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology, a government body involved in managing higher education, has
maintained a formal partnership with the Ministry of Defense.? It must be noted that entities within
Iran’s Ministry of Defense provide extensive logistical support to the IRGC, resulting in extensive
U.S. and EU sanctions.** As a result of this partnership, deputy defense minister and IRGC
commander Seyed Mahdi Farhani revealed in 2022 that at least 80 universities, including those
maintaining partnership agreements with Lund University, are directly contributing to Iran’s defense
industry, particularly “aerospace and quantum technologies.”*? In effect, by participating in this
partnership, Iranian universities are directly contributing to the capability of the IRGC and its
proxies to engage in acts of terror throughout the region, and support the Islamic Republic’s allies
like Russia and the Assad regime.*®

There is clear evidence that the IRGC exploits international partnerships maintained by
Iranian universities. In June 2023, it was revealed that at least 11 British universities, including
Imperial College and Cambridge, were involved in long-standing academic collaborations with
Iranian universities relating to dual-use technology. Research from this collaboration has been used
by the IRGC to enhance drone engines, improving their altitude, speed, and range. This research,
supported by Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, has directly increased the
efficacy of drones which have since been deployed by Russia in Ukraine.** Universities in the
United States and Australia have come under immense criticism more recently for participating in
similar research, to the direct benefit of the IRGC and its partners.*® Due to the IRGC’s active
exploitation of intellectual property, any international cooperation with Iranian universities brings
significant reputational and security risk.

39 Center for Intelligence and Research Analysis, “Government-Sponsored Research Centers Highlight Iranian
Universities’ Military Ties, Foreign Collaboration,” April 11, 2023; Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control,
“Tehran University,” July 28, 2022; Malayer University, “oxe ) lae )2 < ga b o)) ) (oDl (5 ) sean (callai ol sale (s
«é £ 1 & University of Torbat Heydarieh, “4:us < i Cua glia aal ol saile )3 L4y yaus 5 ol88310 <ol s July 13,
2020.

40 ISNA, “a€ saliind e (i) sl linge il K 5yl 5 glia oyl 547

41 Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control, “Ministry of Defense Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL), ”
November 14, 2019.

42 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/

43 The Guardian, “How Iran uses proxy forces across the region to strike Israel and US,” November 1, 2023; Reuters,
“Iran sends Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles,” February 21, 2024.

4 Iran International, “British Universities Help IRGC Develop Drones,” June 8, 2023.

% The Guardian, “Academics in US, UK and Australia collaborated on drone research with Iranian university close to
regime,” February 14, 2024.



https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://cira.exovera.com/research-analysis/iranian-universities-military-ties/
https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://malayeru.ac.ir/portal/home/?news/32484/235296/244524/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%85-%D8%AA%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A8%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF
https://www.torbath.ac.ir/page-main/fa/0/dorsaetoolsenews/528-G3/type-dorsasearch
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https://www.iranwatch.org/iranian-entities/tehran-university
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5653406/%D9%87%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2023/nov/01/how-iran-uses-proxy-forces-across-the-region-to-strike-israel-and-us
https://www.reuters.com/world/iran-sends-russia-hundreds-ballistic-missiles-sources-say-2024-02-21/#:%7E:text=DUBAI%2C%20Feb%2021%20(Reuters),the%20two%20U.S.%2Dsanctioned%20countries
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202306084627
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/14/academics-in-us-uk-and-australia-collaborated-on-drone-research-with-iranian-university-close-to-regime
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Fig. 12: Tasnim News Agency article on cooperation between 92 Universities and the Defense Ministry
Implications of Facilitating IRGC Activity

As you are aware, the IRGC is a designated terrorist organization in the U.S., and subject to
EU, UK, and UN terrorism sanctions. “° It operates as an ideological paramilitary organization —
and is not a conventional military force. This is apparent from its formal program of indoctrination
designed to radicalize members to adopt its hardline Islamist-extremist ideology as well as its use
of terrorism, militancy, hostage-taking, and hijacking as a modus operandi.*’ The IRGC is
responsible for facilitating acts of terror committed by its proxy organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, Shia extremist militias in Irag, and the Houthis.*® It is also responsible international
terrorist plots in Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Germany, India, Irag, Israel, Mexico,
and the U.S., among numerous other countries.

The IRGC’s malign activities have become increasingly pervasive in Europe — particularly
terror plots targeting the Iranian diaspora and Jews. In the last month, the IRGC has attempted to
assassinate and kidnap dissident journalists in the United Kingdom, and orchestrated plots to murder

4 For full designation list, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps

47 Tony Blair Institute, “Making the Case to Proscribe Iran’s IRGC”, January 23, 2023; Council on Foreign Relations,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Guards,” January 8, 2024.

8 Ibid.



https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/irgc-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps
https://www.institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/making-case-uk-proscribe-irans-irgc
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/irans-revolutionary-guards
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Jews in Germany.“® Partnerships with academic entities and other ostensibly soft-power institutions
serve as entry points for the IRGC, facilitating its hard-power objectives — including surveillance,
radicalization efforts, assassination, and other acts of terror.*

Sweden has been especially impacted by the Iranian regime’s malign activities. In recent
years, Swedish security services have successfully identified and neutralized threats from IRGC.
Notably, two Iranians, associated with the IRGC and suspected of planning attacks against members
of the Swedish Jewish community, were arrested in 2021 and deported in 2022.5! In 2024, Aron
Verstandig, chair of the Official Council of Swedish Jewish Communities, disclosed a thwarted plot
against him orchestrated by the IRGC involving sleeper agents residing in Sweden.>? These
incidents highlight the ongoing threat posed by the IRGC to members of the Swedish public. In
response to these plots and the IRGC’s murder of Swedish citizens in Iran, the Swedish Parliament
voted in favor of proscribing the IRGC as a terrorist organization — though full proscription has yet
to occur.>

Domestically, the IRGC has a long record of committing atrocities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic. In 2019 it murdered 1,500 Iranians for engaging in legitimate protests — and demanded
that the families of its victims pay for the bullets. In the year following the killing of Mahsa Amini
by Iranian police while in custody, the organization murdered a further 500 Iranians. >*As a result
of these malign activities, the IRGC is officially designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the U.S. and is subject to extensive terrorism, nuclear and weapons proliferation and human rights
sanctions.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely inappropriate the Swedish Ministry of Education
and the Government of Swedish to allow its universities to collaborate with entities extensively
affiliated with the IRGC. These partnership agreements alone legitimize the paramilitary
organization’s extremist ideology and acts of terror.

IRGC’s Hostage-Taking of Foreign Academics in Iran

Beyond the risks to reputation and security, partnerships with Iranian universities threaten
the safety of Swedish academic staff. For decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has implemented a
callous policy of unlawfully detaining foreign nationals, and, increasingly, those working in
academia, on fictitious allegations in order to extract political concessions from other nations. This

49 Iran International, “US, UK Sanction Iran Over Plot to Kill Iran International Journalists,” January 29, 2024; BBC
News, “Pouria Zeraati: Three accused of TV presenter attack have left UK,” April 4, 2024; Wall Street Journal, “A
New Terror Threat Is Emerging in Europe Linked to Iran, Gaza War,” March 12, 2024.

%0 Iran International, “UK Investigates Antisemitic Speeches By Iranian Generals,” January 23, 2024; Iran
International, “After Iran-Backed Synagogue Plot, Calls To Close Tehran’s Embassy,” March 22, 2024.

51 Associated Press,”Sweden has thwarted Iranian attack plots, counterintelligence police say,” February 8, 2024.

52 Iran Wire, “IRGC Suspected in Couple’s Murder Plot Against Swedish Jews,” February 7, 2024.

%3 Iran International, “Swedish Parliament \Votes To Designate Iran’s IRGC As Terrorist ,” May 10, 2023.

54 Geopolitical Monitor, “IRGC Main Player in Iran’s Amini Protests,” December 13, 2022; VOA News, “Monitor:
516 Killed Since Iran Protests Began,” January 3, 2023.



https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401293510
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-68717210
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/a-new-terror-threat-is-emerging-in-europe-linked-to-iran-gaza-war-fb297119
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202401231776
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403214795
https://apnews.com/article/sweden-iran-intelligence-attack-jews-deport-e1b1c706090df4d55c70935dc344ee06
https://iranwire.com/en/news/125090-report-irgc-suspected-in-couples-murder-plot-against-swedish-jews/#:%7E:text=The%20Iranian%20couple%20reportedly%20identified,Swedish%20Security%20Service%20in%202021.
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305102418
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/irgc-main-player-in-irans-amini-protests/
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/monitor-516-killed-since-iran-protests-began/6901960.html

INST
LEAR April 25, 2024

R A N Page 14

policy, which is widely recognized as the regime’s “hostage-diplomacy,” is spearheaded by the
IRGC and the MOIS.

In April 2016, Swedish resident Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, a professor at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, was arrested on espionage charges by the MOIS while visiting Iranian
universities. Without a fair trial, Dr. Djalali was sentenced to death in 2017 and has been subjected
to torture. He remains in Iran’s brutal prison system today. In a separate case, Johan Floderus, a 33-
year-old Swedish EU diplomat, has been detained in Iran since April 2022. Iran has accused
Floderus of spying for Israel and "corruption on earth,” crimes that carry the death penalty under
Tehran's laws. Floderus faces imminent risk of the death penalty. German nationals Jamshid
Sharmahd and Nahid Taghavi are also being held by the regime, under threat of death.

Of course, extensive affiliation with the IRGC elevates the risk of any academic exchange
with, or travel to, the universities identified in this letter.

Conclusion

Swedish authorities have identified partnerships with countries like Iran as an increasingly
significant security threat because they provide cover for espionage activities and are readily
exploited by actors like the IRGC.% This has prompted recent warnings that Swedish universities
must be cautious in maintaining international partnerships, since they carry immense risks to
reputation and security.>® Already this year, Chinese and Russian espionage activities have been
revealed at Swedish universities, demonstrating the extent of this threat.>’

Therefore, it is improper for Swedish universities to have any partnership agreements with
Iranian universities that are affiliated with the IRGC — a violent, Islamist extremist and anti-Semitic
organisation that radicalises its members to kill non-Muslims as part of its official programme of
indoctrination. Given the recently obtained evidence revealed by UANI’s investigation, any
partnership with an Iranian university directly benefits the IRGC and other armed elements of the
Iranian regime, posing a significant threat of espionage and exploitation.

Partnerships between Swedish and Iranian universities pose a significant security threat, in
addition to international legal and ethical concerns. Given the foregoing, we urge you to open an
inquiry into these partnerships, take immediate punitive action, and proscribe the IRGC as a terrorist
organization; making it clear that any person or entity that collaborates with the IRGC either directly
or via a third party — such as an academic institution — would be committing a terror offence.

55 Universitetsldraren, “Sapo: Okad hotbild mot Sveriges l4roséten,” May 12, 2022.

% Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024.

57 Svenska Dagbladet, “Sa ska spionerna pa universiteten stoppas,” April 12, 2024; Aftonbladet, “Misstankt spion
kopplas till Uppsala universitet,” January 18, 2024.



https://universitetslararen.se/2022/05/12/sapo-hoten-mot-sveriges-larosaten-har-okat/
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.svd.se/a/wAy13P/sa-ska-universitetens-forskning-skyddas-fran-spioner
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/69bqGe/misstankt-spion-kopplas-till-uppsala-universitet
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We trust that you share our grave concerns, and we respectfully request that you conduct a
thorough review into the foregoing. Please let us hear from you within 10 days of receipt of this
letter.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Sy

Alireza Akhondi, Riksdagman Ambassador Mark D. Wallace

United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats
posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI's diverse Advisory Board includes policy experts and distinguished former
government officials. (http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com).
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