
 

 

 

P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

March 29, 2024 

 

Brian Schimpf  

Co-Founder and CEO 

Anduril Industries Inc. 

2722 Michelson Drive  

Irvine, California 92612  

United States 

By Email: contact@anduril.com 

 

Re: Anduril Industries’ Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Schimpf: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Anduril Industries’ participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate 

a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian 

drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian 

terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether 

Anduril Industries was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 

2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149, displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in its 

brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47857140
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2018/02/12/israel-air-force-says-seized-iranian-drone-is-a-knockoff-of-us-sentinel/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20two%20copies%20that,and%20a%20propeller%20%E2%80%94%20named%20Saeqeh.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/iranians-hacking-scheme-irgc.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
file:///C:/Users/droth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MXMNR74J/US%20Report%20Labels%20Iran%20'Leading%20State%20Sponsor%20Of%20Terrorism'
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Anduril Industries: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/04/hamas-qatar-relationship-independence.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/24/world/middleeast/pledging-400-million-qatari-emir-makes-historic-visit-to-gaza-strip.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-gaza-qatar-idUSKCN1021AQ
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-israel-qatar-militant-groups-gaza-strip-49a1591f50b183920b5d4310c2098683#:~:text=GAZA%20CITY%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP,the%20territory's%20militant%20Hamas%20rulers.
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

 

(IRIB News) 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com


 

 

 

P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

March 29, 2024 

 

Brian O’Toole 

CEO 

Blacksky  

13241 Woodland Park Road, Suite 300 

Herndon, VA 20171 

United States 

Email: tsmith@blacksky.com 

CC: lniemeyer@blacksky.com 

 

Re: Blacksky’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. O’Toole: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Blacksky’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition 

and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-

designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned 

Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from 

the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  operate a booth within 

the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, 

missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror 

proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether Blacksky 

was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47857140
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2018/02/12/israel-air-force-says-seized-iranian-drone-is-a-knockoff-of-us-sentinel/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20two%20copies%20that,and%20a%20propeller%20%E2%80%94%20named%20Saeqeh.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/iranians-hacking-scheme-irgc.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Blacksky: commit to declining to sponsor any 

event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Blacksky’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

March 28, 2024 

 

James A. Bell 

Interim CEO 

The Boeing Company 

929 Long Bridge Dr  

Arlington, VA, 22202-4208  

United States 

Email: media@boeing.com 

Cc: deborah.a.vannierop@boeing.com 

 

Re: Boeing’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Boeing’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and 

Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-designated 

Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”), a 

U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned Ministry of 

Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from the host, the 

Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  operate a booth within the 

conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, missiles, 

and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror proxies and 

partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether Boeing was aware 

that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Boeing: commit to declining to sponsor any event 

where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States Government 

about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an opportunity to gather 

information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Boeing booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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March 29, 2024 

 

James Neal Blue 

CEO and Chairman 

General Atomics 

3550 General Atomics Ct  

San Diego, CA, 92121-1194  

United States 

Email: Zabrina.Johal@ga.com 

 

Re: General Atomics’ Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Blue: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding General Atomics’ participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  

operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 

Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 

Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 

whether General Atomics was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at 

DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.”4 General Atomics 

spokesperson Mark Brinkley said he was aware Iran would be exhibiting the drone at the conference.5 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
5 Ibid 
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”6  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 7 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”8 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.9  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.10 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

 
6 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
7 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
8 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
9 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
10 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
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intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.11   These activities 

have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.12   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.13  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 
12 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
13 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.14 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.15 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.16 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.17  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that General Atomics: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
14 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
15 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
16 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
17 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
General Atomics’ booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kallman_worldwide/albums/72177720315267040/with/53572090675


   

 

 

March 29, 2024 

Page 6 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | Chief Executive Officer | ambwallace@uani.com 
 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com


   

 

 

March 29, 2024 

Page 7 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | Chief Executive Officer | ambwallace@uani.com 
 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 
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Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Phebe N Novakovic 

CEO and Chairwoman 

General Dynamics  

11011 Sunset Hills Rd  

Reston, VA, 20190-5311  

United States 

Email: press@generaldynamics.com 

 

Re: General Dynamics’ Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Ms. Novakovic: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding General Dynamics’ participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  

operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 

Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 

Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 

whether General Dynamics was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at 

DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that General Dynamics: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
General Dynamics’ booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Clyde Tuggle 

CEO 

Inveris Training Solutions 

296 Brogdon Road,  

Suwanee, GA 30024  

United States 

Email: media@inveristraining.com 

Cc: its-marketing@inveristraining.com 

 

Re: Inveris’ Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Tuggle: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Inveris’ participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and 

Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-designated 

Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”), a 

U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned Ministry of 

Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from the host, the 

Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  operate a booth within the 

conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, missiles, 

and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror proxies and 

partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether Inveris was aware 

that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47857140
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2018/02/12/israel-air-force-says-seized-iranian-drone-is-a-knockoff-of-us-sentinel/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20two%20copies%20that,and%20a%20propeller%20%E2%80%94%20named%20Saeqeh.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/iranians-hacking-scheme-irgc.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
file:///C:/Users/droth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MXMNR74J/US%20Report%20Labels%20Iran%20'Leading%20State%20Sponsor%20Of%20Terrorism'
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Inveris: commits to declining to sponsor any event 

where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consults with the United States Government 

about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an opportunity to gather 

information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/04/hamas-qatar-relationship-independence.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/24/world/middleeast/pledging-400-million-qatari-emir-makes-historic-visit-to-gaza-strip.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-gaza-qatar-idUSKCN1021AQ
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-israel-qatar-militant-groups-gaza-strip-49a1591f50b183920b5d4310c2098683#:~:text=GAZA%20CITY%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP,the%20territory's%20militant%20Hamas%20rulers.
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 

 
 

Inveris’ booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 
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Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 4, 2024 

 

Thomas J Kallman 

President and CEO 

Kallman Worldwide Inc.  

4 North Street, Suite 800 

Waldwick, NJ 07463 

United States 

Email: info@kallman.com 

 

Re: Kallman Worldwide’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Kallman: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Kallman Worldwide’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  

operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 

Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 

Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 

whether Kallman Worldwide was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at 

DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
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https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Kallman Worldwide: commit to declining to 

sponsor any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United 

States Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

 

(IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

William J Lynn III 

Chairman and CEO 

Leonardo DRS Inc. 

2345 Crystal Dr Ste 1000  

Arlington, VA, 22202-4801  

United States 

Email: mmount@drs.com 

CC: clio.timmerman@leonardo.us 

 

Re: Leonardo DRS’ Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Lynn III: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Leonardo DRS’ participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  

operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 

Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 

Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 

whether Leonardo DRS was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX 

in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Leonardo DRS: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

 

(IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com


   

 

 

April 2, 2024 

Page 7 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | Chief Executive Officer | ambwallace@uani.com 
 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

March 27, 2024 

 

James Taiclet 

CEO 

Lockheed Martin Corporation 

6801 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda 

Maryland 20817 

By email: media.relations@lmco.com 

 

Re: Lockheed Martin Corporation’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Taiclet: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Lockheed Martin’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  

operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 

Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 

Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 

whether Lockheed Martin was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at 

DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47857140
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2018/02/12/israel-air-force-says-seized-iranian-drone-is-a-knockoff-of-us-sentinel/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20two%20copies%20that,and%20a%20propeller%20%E2%80%94%20named%20Saeqeh.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/iranians-hacking-scheme-irgc.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

  

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
file:///C:/Users/droth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MXMNR74J/US%20Report%20Labels%20Iran%20'Leading%20State%20Sponsor%20Of%20Terrorism'
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Lockheed Martin: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/04/hamas-qatar-relationship-independence.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/24/world/middleeast/pledging-400-million-qatari-emir-makes-historic-visit-to-gaza-strip.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-gaza-qatar-idUSKCN1021AQ
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-israel-qatar-militant-groups-gaza-strip-49a1591f50b183920b5d4310c2098683#:~:text=GAZA%20CITY%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP,the%20territory's%20militant%20Hamas%20rulers.
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
Lockheed Martin’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kallman_worldwide/albums/72177720315267040/with/53572090675
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com


 
 
 

P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 
March 28, 2024 

 
Kathy Warden 
CEO 
Northrop Grumman Corporation 
2980 Fairview Park Drive 
Falls Church 
Virginia 22042 
By email: newsbureau@ngc.com 
 

Re: Northrop Grumman Corporation’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 
 

Dear Ms. Warden: 
 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 
concerns regarding Northrop Grumman’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 
Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 
sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-
sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 
permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  
operate a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These 
Iranian drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or 
Iranian terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify 
whether Northrop Grumman was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at 
DIMDEX in 2024. 

 
As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 
exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 
sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 
nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 
verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 
Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 
government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 
2024 
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 
event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 
disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  
State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 
maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 
stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 
these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 
of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 
MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 
many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 
use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 
Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 
its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 
Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 
Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 
The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 
more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 
Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 
simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 
Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 
present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 
Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  
It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 
under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 
intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 
2024 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 
Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 
18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 
York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 
of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023/ 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 
terror.11   

 
As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 
is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 
massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 
thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 
have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 
Palestinians who live there.   

 
 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 
home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 
along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 
a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 
SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 
accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 
of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 
acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 
television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 
atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 
leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 
“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 
Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 
neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 
its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 
victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 
responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 
hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 
Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 
a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 
terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 
only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 
direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 
fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 
then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 
infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 
to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 
Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 
Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 
between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 
influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 
 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Northrop Grumman: commit to declining to 
sponsor any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United 
States Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 
opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 
Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 
 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 
 
 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 
Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 
legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 
support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 
leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 
supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 
seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 
Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 
 

 
 
Northrop Grumman’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 
 

 
 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 
the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 
Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 
Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 



 

 

 

P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Gregory Hayes 

Chairman and CEO 

Raytheon Technologies Corporation 

1000 Wilson Blvd. 

Arlington 

Virginia 22209 

By email: corporatepr@rtx.com 

 

Re: Raytheon Technologies Corporation’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Hayes: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Raytheon’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition 

and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-

designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned 

Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from 

the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to  operate a booth within 

the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, 

missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror 

proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether Raytheon 

was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
https://www.state.gov/iran-military-presence-at-the-doha-defense-show/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2127
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47857140
https://www.defensenews.com/global/mideast-africa/2018/02/12/israel-air-force-says-seized-iranian-drone-is-a-knockoff-of-us-sentinel/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20two%20copies%20that,and%20a%20propeller%20%E2%80%94%20named%20Saeqeh.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/iranians-hacking-scheme-irgc.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet


   

 

 

April 2, 2024 

Page 3 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace | Chief Executive Officer | ambwallace@uani.com 
 

have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
file:///C:/Users/droth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MXMNR74J/US%20Report%20Labels%20Iran%20'Leading%20State%20Sponsor%20Of%20Terrorism'
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Raytheon: commit to declining to sponsor any 

event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/04/hamas-qatar-relationship-independence.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/24/world/middleeast/pledging-400-million-qatari-emir-makes-historic-visit-to-gaza-strip.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-gaza-qatar-idUSKCN1021AQ
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-seeks-to-pay-hamas-military-personnel-with-qatars-money/
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-israel-qatar-militant-groups-gaza-strip-49a1591f50b183920b5d4310c2098683#:~:text=GAZA%20CITY%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP,the%20territory's%20militant%20Hamas%20rulers.
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-09/ty-article-opinion/qatars-moderate-rebranding-is-a-dangerous-delusion/00000180-a356-dc89-a3c9-ebff8f4b0000
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 

Raytheon’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Gene Yoo 

CEO 

Resecurity  

445 S. Figueroa Street 

Los Angeles 

California 90071 

By email: contact@resecurity.com 

 

Re: Resecurity’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Yoo: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Resecurity’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition 

and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-

designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned 

Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from 

the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate a booth within 

the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, 

missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror 

proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether 

Resecurity was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 

mailto:contact@resecurity.com
https://dimdex.com/
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disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Resecurity: commit to declining to sponsor any 

event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
Resecurity’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (LinkedIn) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

(IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Chad Cottet 

CEO 

S&K Technologies Incorporated 

63066 Old Highway 93 

P.O. Box 339 

St. Ignatius 

Montana 59865 

By email: news@sktcorp.com 

 

Re: S&K Technologies Incorporated’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Cottet: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding S&K’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and 

Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-designated 

Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (“IRGC”), a 

U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned Ministry of 

Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from the host, the 

Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate a booth within the 

conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, missiles, 

and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror proxies and 

partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether S&K was aware that 

the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 

https://dimdex.com/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tout-missile-prowess-doha-exhibition-2022-03-23/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-arms-industry-goes-mainstream-at-qatar-expo-with-advanced-gaza-drone-82025d59
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 

mailto:ambwallace@uani.com
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that S&K: commit to declining to sponsor any event 

where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States Government 

about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an opportunity to gather 

information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
S&K’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 

 
S&K’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (S&K’s LinkedIn profile) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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April 2, 2024 

 

Aksel Sidem 

President and Co-Founder 

S3 AeroDefense 

2101 West Camden Road 

Milwaukee 

Wisconsin 

53209 

By email: info@s3aerodefense.com 

 

Re: S3 AeroDefense’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Sidem: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding S3 AeroDefense’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured 

sanction-designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-

sanctioned Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with 

permission from the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate 

a booth within the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian 

drones, missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian 

terror proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether 

S3 AeroDefense was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that S3 AeroDefense: commit to declining to sponsor 

any event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
S3 AeroDefense’s announcement of participation in DIMDEX 2024 (LinkedIn) 

 

 

 
S3 AeroDefense’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (LinkedIn) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Ryan Tseng 

CEO 

Shield AI 

600 West Broadway 

Suite 450 

San Diego 

California 92101 

By email: info@shield.ai 

 

Re: Shield AI’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Tseng: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding Shield AI’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition 

and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-

designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned 

Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from 

the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate a booth within 

the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, 

missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror 

proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether Shield 

AI was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 

https://dimdex.com/
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As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that Shield AI: commit to declining to sponsor any 

event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
Shield AI’s booth at DIMDEX 2024 (DIMDEX Flickr) 

 

 
 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554-3296 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

Jonathan Yaney  

CEO 

SpinLaunch 

4350 E Conant Street 

Long Beach 

California 90808  

By email: info@spinlaunch.com  

 

Re: SpinLaunch’s Participation in DIMDEX 2024 

 

Dear Mr. Yaney: 

 

On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”),1 I am writing to convey my serious 

concerns regarding SpinLaunch’s participation in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition 

and Conference (“DIMDEX”) earlier this month, March 4-6, 2024, which featured sanction-

designated Iranian officials and entities.2  In particular, both the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(“IRGC”), a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (“FTO”), and Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned 

Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (“MODAFL”) were present, with permission from 

the host, the Government of Qatar.  The IRGC and MODAFL were allowed to operate a booth within 

the conference hall, exhibiting their weapons and war-fighting prowess.3  These Iranian drones, 

missiles, and other arms displayed will be used—whether by Iran, its Russian ally, or Iranian terror 

proxies and partners—directly against the United States and its allies.  Please clarify whether 

SpinLaunch was aware that the IRGC and MODAFL would be in attendance at DIMDEX in 2024. 

 

As reported by the Wall Street Journal, “A model of the Iranian defense industry’s new flagship 

product [the “Gaza” drone, reportedly capable of carrying 13 bombs at a range of 1,000 miles] was 

exhibited at an international arms fair in Doha this month—the drone’s first display outside Iran, 

sharing a stage with products from American, Chinese and Turkish rivals.” 4 

 

As you may know, the foregoing is an exact reprise of the same serious concerns at the same 

event, two years ago.  On March 24, 2022, the U.S. State Department stated that it was “deeply 

 
1 UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain 

nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard 

Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Ambassador Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran 

verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, support for terrorism and gross human rights violations. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman. UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished leaders in 

government, academia and business. See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership. 
2 DIMDEX, “DIMDEX 2024” 
3 Reuters, “Iran’s Revolutionary Guards tout missile prowess at Doha exhibition,” March 24, 2022; see Appendix. 
4 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
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disappointed and troubled by the presence of Iran and reported IRGC officers [at DIMDEX 2022].”5  

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price correctly asserted, “We reject the presence of Iran at a 

maritime defense exhibit, considering that it’s Iran that single-handedly is threatening maritime 

stability throughout the Gulf region…”  Regarding this year’s conference, a U.S. official reiterated 

these concerns: “We continue to have serious concerns about Iran’s efforts to expand its proliferation 

of dangerous weapons that prolong and exacerbate conflicts around the world…” 6 

 

MODAFL is subject to multiple U.S. sanctions.  The U.S. Department of the Treasury has 

noted, “entities affiliated with MODAFL help produce Iranian weapons systems, including UAVs, 

many of which are transferred to Russia or are provided to Iran’s web of proxy and partner groups to 

use against U.S., allied, and partner interests throughout the Middle East.”7 The Gaza drone, or the 

Shahed 149,  displayed at DIMDEX, is manufactured by HESA, which has helped to arm Russia in 

its brutal invasion of Ukraine.  MODAFL’s representative at DIMDEX, defense minister Mohammad 

Ashtiani, has a long record of transferring Iranian arms to states which oppose U.S. interests, including 

Russia and Venezuela. He is sanctioned by OFAC for these activities, and his close connections to 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.8  

 

The IRGC is a pathologically anti-American FTO and is additionally designated as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”) under Executive Order (“E.O.”) 13224 and as a proliferator of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction under E.O. 13382.  Among its litany of crimes, the IRGC has murdered 

more than 600 U.S. personnel.  In conjunction with the IRGC-Quds-Force (“IRGC-QF”), it is the 

Iranian regime’s primary vehicle for advancing Iran’s missiles, nuclear, and drone programs while 

simultaneously supplying these weapons of war to Iranian regional terrorist proxies, including 

Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Numerous IRGC personnel were 

present at DIMDEX, all of whom are subject to OFAC sanctions.9 

 

Participation by world-renowned major U.S. defense corporations in a military trade show 

alongside MODAFL and the IRGC bestows a regrettable legitimizing effect on these Iranian entities.  

It, moreover, poses concerns with respect to national security, given that both entities—as obligated 

under Government of Iran official directives—have a well-established propensity to surveil and steal 

intellectual property from U.S. companies, notably including military technology.10   These activities 

 
5 U.S. Department of State, “Iran Military Presence at the Doha Defense Show,” March 24, 2022. 
6 Wall Street Journal, “Iran’s Arms Industry Goes Mainstream at Qatar Expo With Advanced ‘Gaza’ Drone,” March 23, 

2024. 
7 U.S. Treasury Department, “Treasury Targets Vessel Shipping Iranian Commodities Valued at Over $100 Million for 

Iran’s Ministry of Defense,” February 27, 2024. 
8 Office of Foreign Assets Control, “Treasury Sanctions Actors Supporting Iran’s Missile and UAV Programs,” October 

18, 2023. 
9 The BBC, “Revolutionary Guard Corps: US labels Iran force as terrorists,” April 8, 2019. 
10 Defense News, “Israel Air Force says seized Iranian drone is a knockoff of US Sentinel,” February 12, 2018; The New 

York Times, U.S. “Charges 9 Iranians in Huge Theft of Intellectual Property,” March 23, 2018; The United States Institute 

of Peace, “Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet,” March 1, 2023. 
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have cost U.S. companies billions of dollars, to the benefit of the world’s largest state sponsor of 

terror.11   

 

As you know, Qatar, the host of DIMDEX, also accommodates other U.S.-designated FTOs 

besides the IRGC.  Following the horrific atrocities of October 7, 2023, the international community 

is now aware of Qatar’s status as the primary patron to Hamas, the terrorist group responsible for that 

massacre.  Qatar has long provided essential support to the group in maintaining its grip over Gaza, 

thus ensuring Hamas’s ability to plan and perpetrate future acts of barbarism against Israel, as they 

have openly and repeatedly threatened, while concomitantly prolonging the suffering of the 

Palestinians who live there.   

 

 Qatar is also the long-time host to the top leaders of Hamas.  Supposedly a U.S. ally, Qatar is 

home to Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who celebrated the October 7 massacre from his Doha office 

along with his predecessor, Khaled Meshaal.  Haniyeh, the chairman of Hamas’ Political Bureau and 

a U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist (“SDGT”), his predecessor Khaled Meshaal, also an 

SDGT, and other Hamas leadership all lead luxuriantly appointed lifestyles in five-star 

accommodations in Doha, Qatar. Ali al-Qaradaghi, residing in Qatar, is the highest religious authority 

of Hamas, providing the organization with an alleged pretext (in the form of Fatwa) for their terror 

acts. He replaced the late Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a long-time resident of Qatar—and former longtime 

television personality on Qatar-owned Al Jazeera—who encouraged and advocated for all their 

atrocities and provided religious sanction to suicide attacks.  Haniyeh is regularly hailed by Qatari 

leaders including you, personally.  In return, Haniyeh offers his constant gratitude to Qatar for its 

“official and popular support.” 

Qatar played a major role in the October 7 brutality by hosting and funding the very same 

Hamas leaders responsible for its formulation.  But even in the months following the horror, Qatar has 

neither accepted any responsibility, provided even the most minor censure of Hamas, nor suspended 

its platforming of Hamas propagandizing and incitement from Qatar.  Even as the blood of the 1,200 

victims was still flowing, the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it held Israel “solely 

responsible for the ongoing escalation due to its ongoing violations.” Since the attacks, Qatar has 

hosted at least five meetings between Hamas leadership and its main terror sponsor, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, and continued its full-court propaganda press against Israel. 

 

Qatar’s patronage for Hamas extends beyond the provision of opulent accommodations and 

unswerving public support.  Even before this heinous event, Qatar had stained its reputation through 

a long history of vast financial and material support for terrorism and internationally designated 

terrorists.12  Qatar’s financial support of Hamas dates back to at least 2008, when Doha pledged $250 

 
11 Iran International, “US Report Labels Iran 'Leading State Sponsor Of Terrorism',” December 2, 2023.  
12 The Qatari government has long provided critical support to a wide array of terrorist and extremist groups including not 

only Hamas but also al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (“AQAP”), the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban – including 

direct money loans, ransom payments, and supplies transfers.  Former Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 

Intelligence David Cohen described Qatar as a “permissive terrorist financing environment” that enables “private 

fundraising networks” to operate within its borders. According to Cohen, Qatar “has for many years openly financed 
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million to Hamas one year after the terror group seized control of the Gaza Strip.13 In 2012, Qatar’s 

then-emir Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani pledged more than $400 million to Hamas for 

infrastructure projects.14 In July 2016, the Qatari government announced that it would give $30 million 

to Hamas in order to help pay the salaries of Gazan public sector workers.15 The following month, 

Hamas’s then-deputy leader Haniyeh said that Qatar’s donations would also go toward paying 

Hamas’s “military personnel.”  Today, and since at least 2018, Qatar funds Hamas to the tune of 

between $360 million to $480 million each year.16  Qatar’s repeated claims that it does not have 

influence over Hamas are ludicrous and offensive to reason. 

 

In view of the foregoing, we kindly ask that SpinLaunch: commit to declining to sponsor any 

event where an Iranian delegation is invited or accepted, and; consult with the United States 

Government about the threat of Iranian officials using DIMDEX and other conferences as an 

opportunity to gather information about their technologies and intelligence on company officials. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let us hear from you within ten (10) days of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

Truly yours, 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 

 

 
UANI is a not-for-profit, bi-partisan, advocacy group that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was founded in 2008 by 

Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and Middle East expert Dennis Ross.  UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and federal 

legislative initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations until Iran verifiably abandons its drive for nuclear weapons, 

support for terrorism and gross human rights violations.  Former U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman is UANI’s Chairman.  UANI’s Advisory Board consists of distinguished 

leaders in government, academia and business.  See www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/about/leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hamas, a group that continues to undermine regional stability. Press reports indicate that the Qatari government is also 

supporting extremist groups operating in Syria.” 
13 Al Monitor, “Hamas Ties to Qatar Have Cost,” April 22, 2013. 
14 New York Times, “Qatar’s Emir Visits Gaza, Pledging $400 million to Hamas,” October 23, 2012. 
15 Reuters, “Qatar says gives $30 million to pay Gaza public sector workers,” July 22, 2016; Times of Israel, “Haniyeh 

seeks to pay Hamas ‘military personnel’ with Qatar’s money,” August 2, 2016. 
16 Associated Press, “Qatar pledges $360 million in aid to Hamas-ruled Gaza,” January 31, 2021; Haaretz, “Qatar is 

Hamas’ Patron. Its Moderate Rebranding is a Dangerous Delusion,” May 9, 2022. 
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APPENDIX – PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DIMDEX 2024 

 

 
 
SpinLaunch listed as a DIMDEX 2024 exhibitor (DIMDEX) 

 

 
 
Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024 (IRIB News) 
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(IRIB News) 

 

(IRIB News) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. (IRIB News) Visible in 

the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. 
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Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 

 

Mohammad Ashtiani (in olive uniform), Iran’s U.S.-sanctioned defense minister, at DIMDEX 2024. 

Visible in the photo are IRGC officers accompanying him. (IRNA) 
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